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“A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture is like a tree without roots.” 
– Marcus Garvey  

 

“With regard to the intellectual capabilities of the African race, it may be observed, that Africa was 
once the nursery of science and literature, and it was thence that they were disseminated among the 
Greeks and Romans. Solon, Plato, Pythagoras, and others of the master spirits and Ancient Greece, 
performed pilgrimages into Africa in search of knowledge; there they sat at the feet of ebon 
philosophers to drink in wisdom! ... say not then, that Africa is without her heraldry of science and of 
fame!” – Wilson Armistead, ‘A Tribute For The Negro’, 1848  

 

 

“There were Africans in Britain before the English came here” – Peter Fryer, ‘Staying Power’, 1984  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Introduction  
The following is the result of new research carried out by local historian Danny Friar during the 
summer of 2021 and was gifted to Leeds Libraries and the fine people of Leeds and Bradford in 
celebration of Black History Month in October 2021. It is part of the ‘Before Windrush’ project which 
focused on the history of Black people in Leeds and Bradford between 1708 and the year the HMT 
Windrush arrived in England in 1948 – an event often considered the beginning of Black history in 
the UK. The project consisted of four weekly blog posts on the Leeds Central Library’s website 
secretlibraryleeds.net between 7 – 28 October, an exhibition held in the Local and History 
department of Leeds Central Library from 13 October – 13 November, a talk given by Danny Friar in 
the Sanderson Room at Leeds Central Library on 22 October, a free A4 handout made available to 
the public at the Leeds Central Library, a 66 page booklet made available at the Leeds Central Library 
and a downloadable PDF version of the booklet made available to the public via the Secret Library 
Leeds website. This research has also been used on the teacher’s resource website mylearning.org.  

Thanks 

The ‘Before Windrush’ project would not have been possible without the kind help of the Leeds 
Central Library staff, particularly Antony Ramm and Josh Flint of the local history department. I’d 
also like to thank Jim Robinson for kindly agreeing to share with me some of his own research on the 
three Black men painted by John Sowden in Bradford in 1888 and to members of The Thoresby 
Society who helped by identifying ‘cousin Kirshaw’. I am forever indebted to historian Joe Williams 
who has shared his knowledge and wisdom with me over a number of years and who first 
introduced me to some of the individuals who make up this history and to Dr Arthur France MBE and 
Mahalia France for their constant support and guidance. And of course, my beautiful wife, Joanne, 
for her encouragement, support and love.  

Further Reading  

To add context to the information given in this booklet the author recommends the following titles: 

On Black British History: 

• Black Tudors: The Untold Story – Miranda Kaufmann (2017)  
• Black and British: A Forgotten History – David Olusoga (2016)  
• Staying Power: The History of Black People in Britain – Peter Fryer (1984)  
• Don’t Stop The Carnival: Black British Music – Kevin Le Gendre (2018)  
• Black Americans in Victorian Britain - Jeffrey Green (2018)  
• West Africans in Britain: 1900 – 1960 Nationalism, Pan Africanism and Communism  – Hakim 

Adi (2010)  
• Black Edwardians: Black People in Britain 1901 – 1914 – Jeffrey Green (1998)  
• Black Poppies: Britain’s Black Community And The Great War – Stephen Bourne (2014) 
• They Gave the Crowd Plenty Fun: West Indian Cricket and its Relationship with the British-

Resident Caribbean Diaspora – Colin Babb (2012)  
• The Motherland Calls: Britain’s Black Servicemen & Women  1939-45 – Stephen Bourne 

(2012) 
• Home Coming: Voices of the Windrush Generation – Colin Grant (2019)  

https://secretlibraryleeds.net/
http://www.mylearning.org/


• Mother Country: Real Stories of the Windrush Children – Charlie Brinkhurst-Cuff (2018)  

On Leeds Black History: 

• When Our Ship Comes In: Black Women Talk – Chapeltown Black Women Writers’ Group 
(1992) 

• Never Counted Out!: Story of Len Johnson – Manchester’s Black Boxing Hero and 
Communist – Michael Herbert (1992)  

• Land of Hope and Glory? : The Presence of African, Asian and Caribbean Communities in 
Leeds – Mohsin Zulfiqar (1993)  

• The Heritage Journal – The United Caribbean Association (1996)  
• Born on the Wrong Side – Cec Thompson (1995)  
• Where’s The Water Gone? : A Chapeltown Soap Opera – Milllicent Francis (2000)  
• The Struggle for ‘Community’ in a British Multi-ethnic Inner-city Area: Paradise in the Making 

– Max Farrar (2002)  
• A Journey Through Our History: The Story of the Jamaican People in Leeds & the Work of the 

Jamaica Society (Leeds)  – Melody Walker (2003)  
• Why am I Here? A Life Story – Hubert Glendore English (2005)  
• Nationality – Wog: The Hounding of David Oluwale – Kester Aspden (2007)  
• Pan: The Steelband Movement in Britain – Dr Geraldine Connor (2011)  
• Roscoe Methodist Church: A Unique History – Roscoe Methodist Church (2011)  
• The Black Flash: The Albert Johanneson Story – Paul Harrison (2012)  
• Celebrate! 50 Years of Leeds West Indian Carnival – Guy Farrar, Max Farrar, Tim Smith 

(2017)  
• Believe – Nicola Adams (2017) 
• Brutally Honest – Melanie Brown (2018)  
• Eulogy – Edited by Susan Pitter for Jamaica Society Leeds (2019)  
• Everybody’s Midwife: My Community Experience – Laurice Griffin (2020)  

First-hand accounts of slavery with a Leeds/Bradford link:  

• The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, or Gustavus Vassa, The African – 
Oluadah Equiano (1789)  

• Three Years Adventurers of a Minor in England, Africa, The West Indies, South Carolina and 
Georgia – William Butterworth (1823)  

• A Narrative of the Adventures and Escape of Moses Roper from American Slavery – Moses 
Roper (1838)  

• The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave – Frederick Douglass 
(1845)  

• Narrative of William W. Brown, a Fugitive Slave – William Wells Brown (1847)  
• The Narrative of the Life of Henry Box Brown – Henry Box Brown (1849)  
• Narrative of the Life of James Watkins, formerly a “Chattel” in Maryland, U.S – James 

Watkins (1852)  
• Running a Thousand Miles for Freedom – William Craft (1860) 



Stuart Period (1603 – 1714) 
 

 

An engraving from 1715 showing a view of Old Leeds including St. Peter’s Church (now Leeds Minster) where Samuel 
Kirkshaw’s Black servant was baptised in 1708. © Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 

The presence of people of African heritage living in Yorkshire can be traced back almost 2,000 years 
to the Roman period. During the Roman occupation of Britain, Black citizens of the Roman Empire 
made Eboracum (York) their home. In the early 3rd Century York’s African-born residents included 
the Emperor Septimius Severus. There is evidence that people in Roman Yorkshire were worshipping 
Ancient Egyptian deities and mummifying their dead according to Egyptian customs. Mummified 
remains have been discovered in Pollington, York, Castleford, and Barnsley1. There is also evidence 
to suggest that an African man was living in York around the 10th Century, a period when Jorvik 
(York) was occupied by Danish Vikings2. Black people were also living in York during the Stuart 
period. John Moore was granted the freedom of the city in 16873.  

The majority of the 10,000 Black people living in Britain in the 18th Century were former seaman 
from British colonies, residing in London, Liverpool, and Bristol4. There were some Black people 
living in Yorkshire’s port towns, notably Hull, and even in Yorkshire’s coastal towns such as 
Scarborough. Robert Slaves was a ship’s cook who lived in Scarborough in the mid-18th Century5. 
Other Black men where baptised at St. Mary’s Church, Scarborough; Thomas Matthew Pompey was 
baptised in 1765, George Hill was baptised in 1767, John Amity was baptised in 1782 and John 

                                                            
1 Yorkshire Post, 17.9.2013 
2 https://www.caitlingreen.org/2019/12/african-viking-york.html 
3 Freemen’s Roll of the City of York, Chamberlain’s Book CB27, 1.10.1687 (York City Archives)  
4 www.africansinyorkshireproject.com 
5 Scarborough Musters CUST 91/112 (The National Archives)  

http://www.leodis.net/
http://www.africansinyorkshireproject.com/


Pittess was baptised in 17986. Black people in England were usually baptised as adults, shortly after 
arriving in the country but there is evidence of Black children being baptised. In December 1780, a 
mixed-race boy named Henry Horsfield was baptised at St. Cuthbert’s Church in York, a day after his 
birth. His father, Peter Horsfield, was a Black servant to Sir George Strickland and his mother 
Elizabeth Lawson, was the White daughter of Rev. George Lawson, the vicar of Weaverthorpe in 
North Yorkshire7.  

Other Black people were brought to England as domestic slaves who worked in homes as servants. A 
Black woman named Ann is listed on the tax records as working in the household of Bartholomew 
Burnet in Hull between 1598 and 16008. A Black boy from Barbados worked in the home of John 
Reresby of Thybergh for a number of years before his death in October 1676, aged around 16-years-
old9. John Scampton, employed by Sir William St. Quintin, was baptised in Rillington, North Yorkshire 
in 1720 and was buried there in 172510. A Black female servant also worked in Newby Hall in North 
Yorkshire in 173911 and a Black boy named Henry Friday worked as a servant at Wentworth 
Woodhouse in South Yorkshire in 177012. When he died in 1773 he was buried at the All Saints 
Church in Wath upon Dearne13. Many Black servants in this period may have only lived in Yorkshire 
for a few years but there is evidence of Black people living most of their lives in Yorkshire. Fisher 
Murray, a Black servant from Portugal, came to North Yorkshire around 1761 and was employed by 
the Cheap family until his death in 1821. His gravestone still stands in Elvington churchyard14.  

In the 18th Century, Leeds was a small merchant town with a population of around 10,000. The first 
know Black person living in Leeds was an unidentified servant working in the house of the West 
Indies merchant Samuel Kirkshaw in the early 18th Century. He was baptised at the Leeds Parish 
Church on 1 February 1708.   

The Leeds historian Ralph Thoresby noted in his diary that on that day, at the Parish Church:  

“my cousin Kirshaw's Black, the first baptized negro that ever received the sacrament in these parts, 
that good family having taken much pains to instruct him in the Christian religion”.  

‘Cousin Kirshaw’ was the West Indies merchant Samuel Kirshaw, the brother of Reverend Richard 
Kirshaw and a resident of Leeds. The unidentified Black male referred to as ‘Kirshaw’s Black’ was 
most likely a formerly enslaved African brought to England from the West Indies to work in Kirshaw’s 
home as a servant or page boy15. 

 

                                                            
6 www.africansinyorkshireproject.com  
7 www.africansinyorkshireproject.com 
8 www.africansinyorkshireproject.com  
9 Memoirs & Travels of Sir John Reresby, 1634 – 1688  
10 www.africansinyorkshireproject.com 
11 Domestic Service in Yorkshire 1650 – 1780 – Jane Holmes (1989) 
12 Domestic Service in Yorkshire 1650 – 1780 – Jane Holmes (1989) 
13 The Burial Registers for Wentworth, 1770 - 1779 
14 www.africansinyorkshireproject.com 
15 The Diary of Ralph Thoresby, F.R.S. Author of The Topography of Leeds. (1677 – 1724) (Published 1830) with 
additional information provided by The Thoresby Society, 2021  

http://www.africansinyorkshireproject.com/
http://www.africansinyorkshireproject.com/
http://www.africansinyorkshireproject.com/
http://www.africansinyorkshireproject.com/
http://www.africansinyorkshireproject.com/


 

An engraving made in 1715 showing the Leeds Parish Church of St Peter where Samuel Kirkshaw’s Black servant was 
baptised in 1708. © Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 
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Georgian Period (1714 – 1837) 
 

 

An engraving of Leeds from 1828 showing the Central Market on Duncan Street. © Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 

 

During the Georgian Period Black people arrived in Leeds in a number of ways. Some, like Thomas 
Mawson and Toby Gill, were drummers with Sir Robert Rich’s Regiment of Dragoons and were in 
Leeds for a period in 1749. It is unknown whether Toby Gill was with the regiment in 1749 when 
they were in Leeds. However he was with them in 1750 when he was accused of the murder of Anne 
Blakemore in Walberwick16. In 1749 Leeds school master John Lucas noted in his diary that all the 
drummers with the regiment were Black and rode white horses17 so it is possible that Toby Gill was 
among them. In Leeds, Thomas Mawson had got into a fight with a local White man named John 
Johnson which resulted in the death of the latter18. John Lucas noted in his diary that Thomas 
Mawson was arrested and was sent to York Assizes on 2 July 1749 and was later acquitted and 
newspapers from the time confirm this19.  

Regiments with Black drummers continued to visit Leeds in the 19th Century. One notable example is 
when the 32nd (Cornwall) Regiment of Foot were in Leeds in 1843, almost 100 years after Sir Robert 
Rich’s Regiment of Dragoons. The band of the 32nd Foot played at the Leeds Zoological and Botanical 
Gardens20. Among the band members was a Trinidadian man named John Charles who had served 
with the regiment from 1808 to 1845, playing the big drum with the band21.  

                                                            
16 Ipswich Journal, 30.7.1750  
17 Diary of John Lucas 1712- 1750 
18 Newcastle Courant 8.7.1749 
19 Derby Mercury 21.7.1749 
20Leeds Times, 10.6.1843  
21 www.africansinyorkshireproject.com  

http://www.leodis.net/
http://www.africansinyorkshireproject.com/


Other Black people, like Betsy Sawyer, had previously been enslaved in the Caribbean. She had been 
born into slavery in Antiqua around 1774. She was brought to England by Rev. Thomas Murray in 
1823. She lived and worked as a domestic servant in Yeadon for 16 years and was a member of the 
local Methodist church. She died on 24 November 1839, aged 6522. 

There were also British-born Black people such as Sophia Pierce who was born in London and 
worked at the newly-built Greenholme Mill in Burley in Wharedale in 1797. Sophia chose not to 
work at the mill and returned to London in 179823. 

There is evidence to suggest that Black people living in West Yorkshire during this period became 
members of their local communities. Bestsy Sawyer was a member of her local Methodist church. 
After her death in 1839 a memorial stone was erected at the expense of her friends in the Methodist 
Society of Yeadon. The memorial stone, which still stands in Yeadon, reads:  

To the memory of Betsy Sawyer, born in slavery in the island of Antigua, who through missionary 
labour was brought to the knowledge and enjoyment of true religion obtained her freedom whilst 
residing in the family of the Rev T Murray in whose service she lived, loved and respected for 16 
years. She departed this life on 24 November 1839 aged 65 years in the faith and hope of the gospel. 
As a mark of affection for her this memorial stone was erected at the expense of her friends in the 
Methodist Society of this town.  

 

Betsy Sawyer’s memorial stone in 2021 © Danny Friar 

The death of Betsy Sawyer was also reported in The Wesleyan-Methodist Magazine which said of 
her:  
                                                            
22 Betsy Sawyer Memorial Stone, Yeadon Methodist Church, Chapel Hill, Yeadon 
23 www.historycalroots.com 



Her Christian course was marked with great sincerity and devotedness, while her outward conduct 
was such as to secure the confidence and affection of the family with which she resided, and the 
esteem of all who knew her.24 

There was also Thomas Grenada who was baptised at St. Peter’s Church in Birstall, West Yorkshire in 
January 176925. In 1782 an African man from Guinea was living at Whitley Hall with Richard Henry 
Beaumont. He was baptised at Kirkheaton Parish Church, West Yorkshire in November 1782 and was 
given the name Daniel Whitley, after the house where he lived. The Parish records also record his 
death in 178726.  

While some, like Sophia Pierce, found work in a local mill, others were self-employed like the 
unidentified Black nut-seller living in Bradford in 182027. While some Black people had been 
welcomed into their communities, this wasn’t always the case. In December 1820, the Black nut-
seller of Bradford was the victim of, what the Leeds Mercury described as, “a most cruel and violent 
assault.” Inside a public house in Bradford, the Black man, unnamed in the newspaper, was violently 
attacked by Mark Fletcher, a known murderer who had recently been released from prison. It was 
reported that Fletcher “jumped upon him with his knees” until “blood came out of his mouth”. All 
expect one of the Black man’s ribs were broken and the Leeds Mercury informed its readers that 
“very faint hopes are entertained of his recovery.”  Fletcher was committed to York Castle on 12 
December 1820.  

Like many industrial towns in Britain, Leeds and Bradford both had links to the Transatlantic Slave 
Trade. Many Yorkshire woollen firms manufactured goods specifically intended to be traded for 
enslaved Africans. The Leeds and Liverpool canal, first used in 1773, enabled the expansion of the 
Transatlantic Trade, including the export of goods such as wool and the import of goods from West 
Africa such as the palm oil used as an industrial lubricant in Yorkshire mills and factories.  
 
The papers of the Spencer Stanthope family of Horsforth near Leeds, kept in the West Yorkshire 
Archive, include references to buying and enslaving Africans on plantations in the late 17th Century28. 
The online Legacies of British Slavery database provides details on British slave owners including a 
number with links to Leeds. Both Henry Ibbetson29 and William Walker30 of Leeds are listed as 
receiving an annuity from Richmond estate in Jamaica in 1784.  
 
A Scottish woman, Eleanor Douglas31, co-owned Mount Pleasant planation in Hanover, Jamaica in 
the early 18th Century. 131 people were enslaved on the planation. At the time of her death in 1810 
she lived in Park Square in Leeds. William Burge32 was a MP and anti-abolitionist campaigner and 
writer born in 1787. He joined Colonial Service and was Attorney General for Jamaica from around 
1819 until 1831 and was subsequently Agent for Jamaica. By 1820 he was a joint owner of an estate 
in Manchester, Jamaica where 59 people were enslaved. This number increased over the years and 
by 1823 a total of 89 people were enslaved on the estate. 133 people were enslaved there in 1830. 
                                                            
24 The Wesleyan-Methodist Magazine, Volume 63.  
25 www.historycalroots.com 
26 www.bbc.co.uk/bradford/content/articles/2007/02/26/slavery_west_yorkshire_feature.shtml 
27 Leeds Mercury 16.12.1820 
28 Historical Perspectives on the Transatlantic Slave Trade in Bradford: Abolitionist Activity C.1787 – 1865 – Dr 
James R.T.E. Gregory, Plymouth University, June 2013 
29 https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146665805 
30 https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146665807 
31 https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/14164 
32 https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/13564 



In 1847 William Burge was living in Oulton near Leeds. In 1848 he was jailed in Leeds for debt and 
died in London in 1849, shortly after his release from prison. His entry in the Oxford Dictionary of 
National Biography reads “barrister, slave-owner and anti-abolition advocate.” London Merchant 
Roger Kynaston33 joint owned Bunker Hill Plantation in Jamaica with George Reid in 1826. 149 
people were enslaved on the plantation in 1834. He moved to Leeds in the 1840s and lived at 3 
Preston Place. He was employed as the Official Assignee at Leeds Court until his death in 1847.  
 

 
View of Park Square where Scottish slave owner Eleanor Douglas lived in 1810.  

© Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 
 
James Wiles34was born in Lincolnshire in 1768 and was living in Chapel Allerton, Leeds from 1782. In 
Leeds James Wiles worked as a gardener on an estate owned by Richard Anthony Salisbury. He 
travelled to Jamaica in 1793 where he worked as a gardener, becoming the Island Botanist in 1803. 
James Wiles purchased two coffee plantations in Jamaica around 1805. 83 people were enslaved at 
the Monmouth Mount plantation and a further five people were enslaved at Mount Edwards 
plantation. In 1811 Cape Wiles in South Australia was named after him. James Wiles encouraged his 
brothers Henry35 and John Wiles36 to join him in Jamaica and they joint owned Bryan’s Hill plantation 
where 118 people were enslaved. John Wiles also owned a smaller plantation that enslaved two 
people. James Wiles was appointed a Lieutenant-Colonel in 1818, a role that involved suppressing 
slave uprisings.  
 
Around 1812 John Wiles was the attorney for Albertina Bird’s inheritance. Albertina Bird37 (nee 
Haase) inherited Content Mountain plantation in St. Andrew, Jamaica from David Haase. 145 people 
were enslaved on the estate in 1832. By 1841 Albertina Bird was living in Chapel Row, in Fulneck, 
Pudsey. She died in 1846 and was buried at Fulneck United Brethren Church. In 1834, Albertina Bird 
was listed as a tenant in common with Frances W.H. Martin38. In 1841 Frances W.H. Martin was 
living in Fulneck and by 1851 he was living in Town Side, Yeadon where he worked as a chemist.  
 

                                                            
33 https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146630328 
34 https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/16597 
35 https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/42622 
36 https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/22413 
37 https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/17589 
38 https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/42702 
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The Legacies of British Slavery database also details the life of the Leeds-born enslaver George 
Hibbert Oates39. George Hibbert Oates was born in Leeds in 1791 and was baptised at the Mill Hill 
Chapel in Leeds. He was married to Margaret Cross and between 1826 and 1833 he had five children 
with her40. By 1824 he was a plantation owner in Hanover, Jamaica where, in 1832, 19 people were 
enslaved. When the missionary Thomas Cooper visited Jamaica in 1824 he published details of 
George Hibbert Oates’ scandalous behaviour on the island. Thomas Cooper revealed that George 
Hibbert Oates had impregnated a 16-year-old mixed-race girl. The 1837 will of George Hibbert Oates 
reveals that he had fathered a number of mixed-race children in Jamaica.  Prior to his death in 1837, 
most of George Hibbert Oates’ children had been enslaved. His will granted them their freedom and 
£100 each. Details of his children are given as follows: 
 

- Jane Oates – formerly a slave on Whitney estate.  
- George Thomas Oats – formerly a slave on Hals Hall estate. 
- Mary Oates – a ‘free girl of colour’ formerly a slave on Georgia estate.  

 
In his will George Hibbert Oates left land to Elizabeth Williams – formerly a slave on Great valley 
estate and her ‘mulatto child’, his reputed child, Anna Maria. George William Oates died at his 
residence in Lucea, Jamaica where a memorial plaque was laid in his honour.  
 
Not all of Yorkshire’s slave owners were White. Ann Harris41 was a Black woman who had come to 
live in Startforth in North Yorkshire from Demerara. Ann Harris was a free woman born in 1791. In 
1808 she was listed as having paid tax for the ownership of three enslaved people in Demerara. She 
came to England in 1812 with her daughter Eliza and three unidentified servants. Ann and Eliza 
Harris settled in Startforth where Ann was baptised in 1814. She married a local White man Edward 
Lawson in 1817 and they had eight children together between 1817 and 1838. Ann’s eldest 
daughter, Eliza, was probably the daughter of Henry Iles Underwood42, a London West Indies 
merchant and joint owner of the Chiswick estate in British Guiana. Both Ann and Eliza Harris are 
mentioned in his will in 1818. Ann Lawson died in Startforth in 1862, aged 71.  
 
The Lascelles family are the most notorious slave owners linked to Leeds. Their involvement in 
slavery in the Caribbean is well documented. The Lascelles family first acquired a plantation in 
Barbados in 1648, not long after the island was first settled by the English in 1625.Both Francis 
Lascelles (1612 – 1667) and his son Daniel (1655 – 1734) were absentee owners however Daniel’s 
son Henry Lascelles (1690 – 1753) and his brothers, George (1681 – 1729) and Edward (1702 – 
1747), migrated to Barbados in the early 18th Century. In Barbados the family owned a grand house 
in Holetown, St. James, known as ‘Lascelles Great House’. In 1742, Henry Lascelles became a director 
of the East India Company and became one of the richest men in England before his suicide in 1753.  
 
After the death of his father in 1753, Edwin Lascelles (1713 – 1795) inherited the Harewood estate 
near Leeds that had been purchased by Henry Lascelles in 1738 with profits made from plantations 
in the Caribbean that relied on the labour of enslaved people. It was Edwin Lascelles, a wealthy 
plantation owner and enslaver, who built Harewood House between 1759 and 1771 to replace 
Gawthorpe Hall. Edwin Lascelles owned a total of 22 plantations on the islands of Barbados, 
Grenada, Jamaica and Tobago and enslaved 2,947 people on those plantations. After Edwin 
Lascelles’ death in 1795 the house and estate at Harewood were inherited by Edwin’s cousin Edward 
Lascelles (1740 – 1820) who steadily reduced the family’s Caribbean property. 
 

                                                            
39 https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/19116 
40 https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/125249493/george-hibbert-oates 
41 https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146645293 
42 https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/2146641335 



At the time of Emancipation in the Caribbean, Harewood House was owned by Edward’s son Henry 
Lascelles (1767 – 1841)43. The family owned four estates in Barbados and two in Jamaica where a 
total of 1,277 people were enslaved. Among the 176 people enslaved on the Fortescues plantation 
in St Phillip, Barbados was a man named Richard Harewood, born into slavery in 1817, the ancestor 
of the British actor David Harewood44. As well as ‘Lascelles Great House’, the Lascelles family’s 
impact on the island of Barbados is also present in the names of three roads; Lascelles Terrace and 
Harewood Walk in Bridgetown and Harewood Road in Hillaby. 
 

 
 

An 18th Century engraving in colour showing Harewood House built in 1759 – 1771 with profits made from slavery.  
© Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 

 
The Skelton family of Little Horton near Bradford also made a profit from slavery. In her will from 
1822, Mary Skelton45 left her “three fourth part share” of the Yorkshire Hall plantation in Demerara 
to her three sons. She had most likely inherited a share of the plantation from her husband Ralph 
Skelton who died on passage to England in 1801. The Yorkshire Hall plantation enslaved 49 people in 
1817. In 1826 the plantation was in the possession of Thomas Skelton who was probably one of 
Mary’s sons46. Also living in Little Horton in 1881 was Charles Ellerbeck, a 52-year-old bookbinder 
who was born in Jamaica47. He may have been the son of Richard Ellerbeck, a slave owner in Jamaica 
around the time Charles was born48. 
 
Trade in tobacco was one of the other ways in which Leeds profited from the use of enslaved 
labourers in the Americas. Wholesale tobacco merchants L. Hirst & Son had a cigar factory in 
Kirkgate, Leeds from 181549. The Leeds Directory of Trades and Professions for 1829 lists nineteen 
tobacco manufacturers in Leeds and many more tobacco dealers and pipe makers50.  
                                                            
43 https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/6180 
44 Daily Mail, 20.10.2021  
45 https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/estate/view/1159 
46 The wills of Ralph Skelton (1801) and Mary Skelton (1822) are kept in the West Yorkshire Archives 
(PRE/7/13)  
4747 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bradford/content/articles/2007/02/26/slavery_west_yorkshire_feature.shtml 
48 https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/person/view/42366 
49 Smoke Rings: The Story of the House of Hirst, 1815 - 1965 
50 Leeds Directory of Trades and Professions for 1829  found online at www.genuki.org.uk 
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Another Leeds family, the Boyne family, made their fortune from the sale of tobacco grown by 
enslaved Africans on plantations in Virginia, North America. The family home in Little Woodhouse, 
Leeds was named Virginia Cottage in tribute to the root of the family’s wealth.  Ironically, it later 
became the home of the White abolitionist Wilson Armistead.  
 
Even older buildings, such as Kirkstall Abbey, can be linked to the Transatlantic Slave Trade. Henry 
VIII’s break away from the Catholic Church in 1533, which led to the dissolution of Kirkstall Abbey in 
1538, also gave England the freedom to trade in enslaved Africans – a privilege reserved exclusively 
for the Portuguese by Pope Nicholas V in 1452. England’s involvement in the Transatlantic Slave 
Trade began in 1562 with John Hawkins who captained the Jesus of Lubeck – a ship owned by 
Elizabeth I.  
 
 
  

 
An engraving of Kirkstall Abbey from 1858.The dissolution of the Abbey is linked to England’s involvement in the 

Transatlantic Slave Trade.  
   © Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 

 
 
As has already been mentioned enslaved people were brought to Yorkshire by their enslavers. 
Samuel Kirkshaw’s Black servant was most likely brought from the West Indies in the early 18th 
Century. The Runaway Slaves in Britain database contains over 800 newspaper adverts for runaway 
slaves in Britain. Among them is a newspaper advert from 1758 for a Black man named Thomas 
Anson who had escaped from his enslaver Edmund Sill in Dent, West Yorkshire51. Other enslaved 
men in Yorkshire were granted their freedom. Such is the case with John Yorke, a Black man who 
had been enslaved in Jamaica in the 18th Century. He was freed by his enslaver, John Hutton, in 
Marske, North Yorkshire in 1776 after saving a gamekeeper from a fire52.  
 
People in Leeds and Bradford were also involved in the abolitionist movement. The Society for 
Effecting the Abolition of the Slave Trade was formed by abolitionists in London in 1787. In 1788 
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general meetings on slavery were held in Bradford and Leeds53.  In January 1788 the Leeds 
Intelligencer wrote:  

The African Slave Trade is a direct violation of those principles of humanity of which all mankind are, 
by nature, equally entitled54 

In 1785 William Butterworth of Leeds joined the crew of a slave ship, the Hudibras, in Liverpool. 
During a three year period William Butterworth witnessed the horrors of the Transatlantic Slave 
Trade first-hand. Decades after returning to Leeds he was persuaded to write an account of his 
voyage. The resulting book ‘Three Years Adventures as a Minor in England, Africa, The West Indies, 
South Carolina and Georgia’ was first published in 1823. Due to the illiteracy of the majority of 
sailors, William Butterworth’s book was one of the only first-hand accounts of the reality of life on 
board a slave ship. 

Black abolitionists visited both Leeds and Bradford. African writer and abolitionist Olaudah Equiano 
spoke in Leeds as early as 1791 as part of a tour promoting his book ‘The Interesting Narrative of the 
Life of Olaudah Equiano, or Gustavus Vassa, the African’, published in 1789. The book was an 
immediate success, helping to sway public opinion on slavery. The book was one of the first widely-
read slave narratives and was so popular that nine editions, as well as unauthorised translations and 
an American edition, were printed before the end of the 18th Century. Editions of the book 
continued to be printed in the 19th Century, after Olaudah Equiano’s death in 1797. One edition of 
the book was published by James Nichols in Leeds in 181455.  

A letter written by Olaudah Equiano, thanking the people of Yorkshire for their kindness and support 
was published in the Leeds Intelligencer on 19 April 1791. In it he wrote:  

Permit me, dear friends, on behalf of myself and countrymen, to offer you the warmest effusions of a 
heart replete with gratitude56.  

During the Victorian period, other Black abolitionist also gave lectures in Leeds and Bradford 
including Moses Roper, Henry ‘Box’ Brown, William Craft, and Frederick Douglass (See Appendix 2). 
The Leeds Anti-Slavery Society was founded in 182457 and similar groups were founded in Leeds and 
Bradford in later years. The emancipation of enslaved Africans in the Caribbean was celebrated 
throughout Leeds and Bradford on 1 August 1834.The following day the Leeds Mercury announced:  

The sun of yesterday, the First of August, rose to our eyes with new splendour and beauty over a land 
WHICH NO LONGER OWNS A SLAVE. The voice of thanksgiving and joy rose to Heaven from many a 
tongue, inspired by the heart’s purest feelings58 

The same day the Leeds Times reported:  
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Thanksgivings were offered and services were held in several of the places of worship among the 
dissenters, both Methodists, Independents, and Baptists59.  

Among those celebrating emancipation were, no doubt, Black residents of Leeds and Bradford. Betsy 
Sawyer was living in Yeadon and another woman Elizabeth Magnas was living in Leeds in 183460. 

 

Leeds Intelligencer, 2 August 1834 
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Victorian Period (1837 – 1901) 
 

African influences helped shape the local landscape during the Victorian period. Many famous 
Victorian buildings, including those in Leeds and Bradford, incorporate Nubian and Egyptian inspired 
pillars. Stone African lions are also a common sight, such as the lions that guard the Leeds Town Hall 
(opened in 1858), added to the outside of the building in 1867. Other stone lions and lion head 
sculptures exist across Leeds and Bradford. The stone lions at Victoria Square at Saltaire near 
Bradford, installed in 1869, are notable examples.  

 

The Leeds Town Hall in 1914 where stone African lions lay in front of Nubian-inspired pillars.  
©  Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 

 

One of the most notable African-influenced buildings in the area is Marhsall’s Temple Mill in 
Holbeck, Leeds. It was built between 1836 and 1840 by the Egyptomaniac John Marshall and was 
modelled on the Temple of Edfu in Egypt. Perhaps the oldest Egyptian-inspired sculptures in West 
Yorkshire are the pair of sphinxes on the Sphinx Gate at Temple Newsam in Leeds which were 
constructed in 1768. Other examples exist across Leeds and Bradford. A sphinx can be seen in the 
formal gardens at Harewood House. The Illingworth Mausoleum stands in the Undercliffe cemetery 
in Bradford. Guarded by a pair of sphinxes, the granite Egyptian-inspired mastaba includes lotus leaf 
columns and winged solar discs. The mausoleum was commissioned by the former Bradford MP 
Alfred Illingworth and was erected in 1900. Undercliffe cemetery also has a number of memorial 
obelisks including the 30 foot tall Joseph Smith Obelisk erected in the second-half of the 19th Century 
and the Mawson Monument erected in 1889.  
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The Sphinx Gate at Temple Newsam in 2000 ©  Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 

The majority of Victorian cemeteries in England included memorial obelisks, inspired by the arrival of 
‘Cleopatra’s Needle’, a genuine Ancient Egyptian obelisk, in London in 1819. Victorian memorial 
obelisks can be found at Woodhouse Lane Cemetery, Holbeck Cemetery, and Beckett Street 
Cemetery among others. Sphinxes and a stone obelisk also stand in Bramham Park, near Leeds. In 
1823 Leeds became the resting place for an Egyptian mummy, Nesyamun. 

This Ancient Egyptian influence can also be seen in some of the city’s street names. In Harehills, 
Karnac Road connects to Luxor View, Luxor Avenue, Luxor Street and Luxor Road. These streets are 
named after Luxor in Egypt where the remains of the Karnak Temple Complex are situated. Leeds 
also has a Nile Street, named after the Egyptian river. In Burmantofts, coming off of Argyle Road 
were Zulu Place, Zulu Street, Zulu Grove and Zulu Terrace and in Woodhouse there is Blackman Lane.  

 

Vicar Lane in 1891. On the left is the Brunswick Hotel where Charles H.W. Francis was employed as an ostler in 1865. 
 © Thoresby Society, www.leodis.net 
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Many of the Black people living in Leeds and Bradford during the Victorian period were working-
class people. Charles H.W. Francis was employed as an ostler at the Brunswick Hotel on Vicar Lane in 
186561 and Abraham Johnson worked at Marhsall’s Temple Mill in Holbeck during the same period62. 
Some Black people were employed as servants. This was the case with Eliza Gray who was employed 
by Rev. C. Lemoine on Moorland Road in 189463 and George ‘Bertie’ Robinson who was employed at 
Harewood House from 1893 until 192264. Others were self-employed such as William Johnson a 
flower hawker living in Bradford in 187765. Some Black people were wealthy enough to dress well 
and have their photograph taken in a studio such as the unidentified Black man photographed by J. 
Lister in Bradford in the 1890s66. A well-dressed unidentified Black boy was photographed in Leeds 
by C. Hall sometime in the 1870s67. They are just two examples of Black people living in Leeds and 
Bradford during the Victorian period who’s names we may never know  but their photographs 
survive as a reminder that the cities were home to middle-class Black people. There is other 
evidence of Black middle-class Victorians. Such as William Steward who lived in Leeds at the end of 
the Victorian period. In 1901 the Yorkshire Evening Post described him as “a smart-looking and well-
dressed” man68.  

 

Marshall’s Temple Mill, modelled on the Temple of Edfu in Egypt. Abraham Johnson was employed here in the 1860s. 
 © Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 

 

Another photograph from the Victorian period shows an unidentified working-class Black girl in 
Bradford looking at bonnets in a charity clothes jumble sale69. Some Black people struggled 
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financially and there is evidence of a Black homeless man begging on the streets near St. Paul’s 
Church in Leeds in April 183970. The report of his arrest in the Leeds Times paints a picture of a 
desperate man who had turned to drink as a coping mechanism. “He was in a state of intoxication” 
the newspaper reported “and that when persons passed without giving anything, he seized them by 
their dresses, to force them to yield to his entreaties.” Another Black man, William James, died in 
the Bradford Poor House in 1843 aged 53. He was buried at the Church of St. Peter in Bradford71.  

There are some detailed accounts of Black people falling on hard times. Clarissa ‘Clara’ Brown 
arrived in England in 1854, the daughter of the African-American journalist and author William Wells 
Brown. She lived in London were she married Fritz Alcide Humbert in 1855. By 1861 however her 
husband had died and she was living in Salford, Manchester. She married George Wainwright 
Sylvester in Bradford in 1871 and they lived in Huddersfield where Clarissa was employed as an 
entertainer. A few years later in 1874 she was living in a workhouse in Leeds where she died in the 
spring of that year. She was buried in an unmarked grave in Beckett Street cemetery72.  

There was also William King who was living in the “delightful region” of Lister Court in Bradford in 
1879. He was married to a White woman and the couple had a child together. William King had 
worked as a labourer but had become ‘chargeable’ (i.e. financially burdensome) in January 1879 
after becoming unemployed. He received relief of £5 in January 1879 but was still unemployed in 
April. He was charged with neglecting his wife and child and was given one month to find work73.  

Some Black men struggling to find work turned to a life of crime to survive, such as the notorious 
criminal William Leng. Going by the alias ‘Black Jemmy’, a reference to Jemmy Button, William Leng 
was living in Leeds from at least 1858 until at least 1869. In January 1858 he was charged with 
assaulting and robbing a green grocer named Jonathan Watson in East Street, Leeds74. It was 
reported that William Leng was accompanied by a group of White men. William Leng next appeared 
in the Leeds Mercury over eleven years later in March 1869 when he was arrested for attempting to 
pick pockets in the Leeds Bridge area. Again, he was accompanied by a White man, Michael Wright. 
On that occasion both men were sentenced to three months in jail75. Another man, James Leng, was 
most likely the brother of William Leng. James Leng was living in Leeds in 1853 and was described as 
a ‘mulatto’ – a historical term for mixed-race. In March 1853 he was accused of breaking in to John 
Leech’s Mechanic’s shop in Maude’s Yard, East Street and stealing a waistcoat, a handkerchief, and 
two tap models. This was the same area of Leeds where William Leng was committing crimes and 
like William Leng, James Leng was accompanied by a White man named Peter Outhwaite76. As well 
as being reports of crime in Victorian Leeds the newspaper reports of the Leng brothers’ crimes tell 
us something about the relationships between Black and White residents of the town. There is no 
doubting that James Leng and Peter Outhwaite were friends. The Leeds Times reports that the day 
after the crime was committed the pair was spotted drinking together in a local public house.  
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View of East Street from Timble Bridge, the area where the Leng brothers committed their crimes.   
© Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 

 

The majority of the Black people living in Leeds and Bradford during the Victorian period where men 
but there are some records of Black women living in the area as well. One notable example is Louisa 
Wild who lived in Bradford at the beginning of the Victorian period. Known as ‘Jim Crow’s Sister’, 
Louisa Wild displayed great athletic ability in either late 1837 or early 1838 when she managed to 
escape arrest in Doncaster by “clearing hedges and ditches with the facility of a greyhound.”77 She 
was later arrest in January 1838 for being drunk and disorderly in Bradford and was committed for a 
month.  

Black men in Leeds and Bradford often married White women. This was the case with John 
Williams78 who lived in Leeds during the 1840s, and of Alfred Harris79  and William King80 who both 
lived in Bradford in the 1870s. Interracial marriages in Victorian Leeds and Bradford resulted in the 
birth of mixed-race children as early as the 1830s. Elizabeth Magnas, a mixed-race woman born in 
London, was living in Leeds in the 1830s. She married a local man and had three children with him81. 
Joseph Downie, a Jamaican man living in Hunslet in the 1880s, married a local woman of Irish decent 
called Alice Midgley in 1890 and had two children with her82. 

There are even some accounts of women from Leeds leaving their husbands for Black men. One 
Leeds woman, Elizabeth Heaton, travelled to Doncaster in 1897 in an attempt to marry a Black man, 
Mr. Crockett, but the marriage was unable to take place because Elizabeth was already married83. 
Another Leeds woman called Agnes moved to Hull to marry Adolphus Meheux at the beginning of 
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the 20th Century and they had five children together84. These types of cases were not unique to Black 
men. In 1895 the Leeds Times reported that a local teenage girl, Susannah Davis, had run away from 
home with plans to marry a Native American lion tamer, Martino Bartlett, before her true age was 
discovered85. The Leeds Times described Bartlett as “a handsome young man of colour” who had 
“jet black hair reaching to his shoulders”.  

One Leeds couple, Edwin and Emma Smith of Roundhay, adopted an Ethiopian boy named Said 
Enovy in the 1830s. Said Enovy was born in Abyssinia (now Ethiopia) around 1828 and was said to be 
the son of the King of Gondor in Ethiopia. He was brought to England by Edwin Smith and his wife 
Emma around 1836. Edwin and Emma Smith, made an extensive tour of the East between 1834 and 
1836 that passed through Egypt, Syria and the ruins of Palmyra86. It was most likely during this tour 
that they met Said Enovy. Emma could not have children and the couple raised Said Enovy as their 
own son87. The couple married in 1819 and were living in Park Cottage, Roundhay Park at the time88. 
They later moved to Acomb Hall near York in 1833. The first known mention of Said Enovy was in 
Yorkshire Gazette in February 1843 when there was an attempted break in at Edwin Smith’s home in 
Acomb. Said Enovy was at home at the time while the family were at church. He was described as “a 
young gentleman of colour, about 15 years of age”. It was reported that he kept the thieves at bay 
for 10-15 minutes by arming himself with a sword89.After the death of Edwin Smith in September 
185190, Said Enovy was living in Lincoln where, in 1855, he was reported to be “an accomplished and 
very ingenious swindler”. He was around 27-years-old at this point and was claiming to be married91.  

The most remarkable Black residents of the area were perhaps the African Princes who made Leeds 
and Bradford their home. Said Enovy, the son of the King of Gondor, Ethiopia may never have lived 
in West Yorkshire but other African princes did. Richard Umhala was a young South African prince, 
the son of Chief Umhala of the Xhosa, born in 1840. He was ‘adopted’ by the 90th Regiment of Foot 
commanded by Major Frederick Eld during the Second Kaffir War (1846 – 1847). He was likely 
employed as a servant or enlisted in the regimental band. He came to England with the Regiment 
and was stationed at Bradford Moor Barracks in August 1848. He was baptised at St. Peter’s Church, 
Bradford on 18 December 1848 and died the following day at Bradford Moor Barracks after a month-
long illness. He was buried at St. Peter’s Church in Bradford on 21 December 184892.  

The life of Prince Alemayehu is well documented. He was the son of the son of Emperor Tewodros II 
and was born in Abyssinia (now Ethiopia) in 1861. Prince Alemayehu was taken to Britain, under the 
care of Captain Tristram Speedy, after the Battle of Magdala and the suicide of his father in 1868. 
After his travels to India and China, the Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer reported on the 
prince’s return to the country in January 1872. It was reported that the ten-year-old boy had 
“forgotten his native language” and that he “dressed like a young English gentleman.” The 
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newspaper also mentioned that “He has come home to commence his English education.”93 It was 
that “English education” that brought the young prince to Leeds in 1879. After studying at various 
schools across the country he joined the officers’ training school at the Royal Military College in 
Sandhurst in 1878 but was unhappy there and the following year he went to Leeds to stay with his 
old tutor Cyril Ransome. Within a week of being in Leeds he contracted pleurisy and died after six 
weeks of illness.  During his illness, the Leeds Mercury kept their readers updated on the prince’s 
condition. On 14 November the newspaper reported that the prince’s illness “has attracted much 
sympathetic notice”.94 Sad news arrived the following day when the Leeds Mercury reported “We 
regret to announce the death of Prince Alamayu [sic], son of the late Emperor Theodore[sic] of 
Abyssinia. The sad event occurred about a quarter-past nine o’clock yesterday morning, at the 
residence of Professor Ransome, of the Yorkshire College, in Hollin-lane, Headingley.”95Queen 
Victoria, who had met the prince at Osborne House on the Isle of Wight and had taken a great 
interest in his life and education, wrote in her journal:  

Very grieved & shocked to hear by telegram, that good Alamayou [sic] had passed away this 
morning. It is too sad! All alone, in a strange country, without a single person or relative belonging to 
him, so young, & so good, but for him one cannot repine. His, was no happy life, full of difficulties of 
every kind, & he was so sensitive, thinking people stared at him on account of his colour, that I fear 
he would never have been happy. Everyone is sorry96.  

Queen Victoria arranged for Prince Alamayehu’s funeral to take place at St. George’s chapel at 
Windsor Castle on 21 November 1879.  

 

A postcard from 1907 showing Hollin Lane. Prince Alamayehu lived at 2 Hollin Lane in 1879. 
 © Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 
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Other African royalty visited Leeds during the Victorian period. In October 1898 the Yorkshire 
Evening Post reported that a group of Abyssinian Princes were present at the rehearsal of the Leeds 
Musical Festival97. Four years earlier, Leeds had played host to Prince Ademuyiwa of Lagos. Prince 
Ademuyiwa spent a couple of days in the city, attended services at the Wesley Chapel on Meadow 
Lane where he addressed a “a very large congregation” 98. It was also reported that he spoke at the 
Brunswick Chapel in Little London99. The newspaper also reported that the prince had visited the 
Chemical Works on Clarence Road, the Steam Plough Works in Hunslet, the Hepworth Limited 
clothing factory, the Central Higher Grade School and the Leeds Town Hall100. The Leodis 
photographic archive includes a photo taken when the prince visited the construction of the South 
Leeds Junction Railway101. The Leeds Mercury also published an interview with the prince in which 
he spoke about his home country102.  

 

Construction of the South Leeds railway junction in 1894. In the background a large crowd of people includes Prince 
Ademuyiwa of Lagos. 

 © Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 

 

Three South African chiefs; Batheofi, chief of Bakwena, Bechuanaland known as Khama, chief of 
Bamangwato, and Sebele, chief of Bangwaketse, visited Leeds the following year. In the report of 
their visit the Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer mentioned that the chiefs were joined by “four 
native attendants, two of whom speak good English and one of the two good Yorkshire.”103 During 
their visit the chiefs stayed at the Great Northern Hotel and like Prince Ademuyiwa a year earlier, 
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they too visited the Steam Plough Works in Hunslet. The chiefs also made a visit to the Crown Point 
Printing Works. The Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer reported that the chiefs had been 
impressed by “the hospitality and industry of Yorkshiremen” 104.  

There is also the case of Charles Alexander Edwards, a West Indian conman and criminal who 
claimed to be an African prince to gain sympathy in a Leeds court in 1888105. Born in the West Indies 
around 1853, the earliest mention of Charles Alexander Edwards in an English newspaper comes 
from October 1883 when the Illustrated Police News reported that Charles Alexander Edwards had 
been charged with stealing a seal-skin jacket, valued at £60, in Lambeth, London106. By 1888 Charles 
Alexander Edwards was living in Southport where he made several appearances in court for various 
crimes and it is here that he first claimed to be an African prince.107 By September 1888 Charles 
Alexander Edwards was living in Leeds at 60 Portland Crescent108. Newspaper reports from the time 
give us an insight into his time in Leeds. It was reported that he enjoyed gambling, had drunk at the 
Victoria Hotel on Great George Street109 and had drank champagne at the Queen’s Hotel110. He 
appeared in court in Leeds in September 1888 for assaulting his landlady Louisa Wainman after 
returning home drunk111. While he claimed he was only in Leeds for a short time, he was still living in 
the town in February 1889 when he was in court again and was charged with having “conducted 
himself riotously” in the street112.  

 

The junction of Portland Crescent, Portland Street in 1913. Charles Alexander Edwards lived at 60 Portland Crescent in 1888.  
© Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 
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A letter printed in the Leeds Mercury on 4 September 1888 not only adds details to Charles 
Alexander Edwards’ life in Leeds but gives insight into the different attitudes held by the people of 
Leeds regarding race. It read:  

Gentlemen, - Will you allow me, through your valuable paper, to call attention to a most disgraceful 
affair of which I was an eye-witness? An African Prince is visiting our town. On Saturday afternoon 
last he was walking up Woodhouse-lane, followed by a number of boys and girls, who were jeering at 
him, and who even went so far as to throw stones at him. He was naturally indignant at such 
treatment, and stopped to remonstrate with them, when a policeman ordered him to move on or he 
would lock him up. The Prince told the officer that he ought to move the boys on, and not allow them 
to insult him. “Oh,” said the policeman, jeeringly, “they like to have a bit of fun with a darkey.” This 
naturally aroused the anger of the coloured gentleman, who again remonstrated, and the officer was 
about to arrest him when he took refuge in a shop, where he then defied the policeman.  

Now, gentlemen. I do not know what took place before what I have described, but when I first saw 
the visitor he was not causing any disturbance whatever. Be that as it may, I cannot help feeling that 
it is a disgrace to us as a people that a visitor who happens to have a darker skin than ours, or who 
dresses differently from us, cannot walk along our streets without being followed by a crowd of 
people and insulted, and even pelted with stones. Is this the outcome of our Board School and Sunday 
school instruction? I venture to say that such a disgraceful scene as this would not be permitted in 
countries we consider far behind us in civilisation. – Yours truly, JUSTCE113. 

 

A view of Woodhouse Lane around 1910. Charles Alexander Edwards had been abused on Woodhouse Lane in 1888.  
© Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 

 

Mixed attitudes towards race were also present in the entertainment industry. Many Black 
performers visited Leeds and Bradford during the Victorian period and were celebrated. African-
American actor Ira Aldridge performed Shakespeare in Leeds numerous times during the 1830s and 
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1850s114. The American group The Fisk Jubilee Singers made numerous appearances in both Leeds 
and Bradford during their UK tours115. One founding member of the Fisk Jubilee Singers, Thomas 
Rutling, settled in Britain after the group’s 1877 tour. He became a concert singer and was billed as 
‘The African Tenor’. By 1895 he was living in Leeds116 and he performed there in 1896117.  

Leeds and Bradford also gave a warm welcome to the Black British-born circus owner and performer 
Pablo Franque throughout the Victorian period118. Pablo Franque made his first appearance in Leeds 
in 1838 as a member of William Batty’s Circus. Surviving playbills and newspaper reports from the 
time provide us with details of Pablo Franque’s visits to Leeds. In 1845 his circus was at the 
Zoological and Botanical Gardens119 and in 1846 the Leeds Mercury reported that his circus had been 
at Woodhouse Moor120. A year later his circus was interrupted by a storm when it appeared on the 
grounds of Harewood House121. In March 1848 the Leeds Mercury reported on the tragic accident at 
the Amphitheatre at King Charles Croft in Leeds that resulted in the death of Pablo’s wife Susannah 
Darby122. Susannah Darby was buried at Woodhouse Lane Cemetery. Pablo Fanque was renowned 
for his acts of generosity. The proceeds of one of his shows in Leeds in 1854 were donated to the 
wives and families of soldiers fighting in the Crimean War123. In Bradford in 1844 he donated £25 to 
the Independent Order of Oddfellows for their Widows and Orphans Funds and gave benefit 
performances for the Bradford Infirmary in 1845 and again in 1857124. The 1861 census shows that 
Pablo Fanque was staying at the London Hotel in Bradford with a woman named Sarah who is listed 
at his wife and their 11-month-old daughter Eliza125. Pablo Fanque and his circus was so extremely 
popular that his funeral procession in Leeds in 1871 attracted large crowds who lined the streets 
from King Charles’s Croft to Woodhouse Lane Cemetery where he was laid to rest alongside his wife, 
Susannah 126.  

On 9 October 1901 the Black English composer Samuel Coleridge-Taylor conducted ‘The Blind Girl of 
Castel-Cuille’ at the Leeds Musical Festival held at the Leeds Town Hall. The piece had been 
especially written for the festival127.  
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Travelling menageries that displayed wild animals were a popular attraction during the Victorian 
period. The Leodis Playbills collection holds four playbills for menageries dating from the Victorian 
period128. These menageries gave local people an opportunity to see wild animals, some from Africa, 
up close for the first time. Two playbills for a menagerie held at the White Horse Hotel in Leeds in 
1855 advertised that among the animals featured would be elephants, a giraffe, rhinoceros, 
crocodiles and a lion named Wallace. Another from 1860 declared that ‘Maccomo the African Lion 
hunter’ “will illustrate the startling and varied transitions of a fearful and exciting Lion fight, attack, 
defence, capture and reconciliation of 20 Lions!”129 Additionally, Leeds also had the Zoological and 
Botanical Gardens, opened in Headingley between 1840 and 1858, where a brown bear, an alligator, 
monkeys, a peacock and two parrots were among the collection of animals.    

  

A 1858 playbill for Pablo Fanque’s Great Equestrian Company, a 1859 playbill for Ira Aldridge in Othello and a 1860 playbill 
for Manders’ Royal Menagerie.  

© Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 
 

‘Maccomo the African Lion hunter’ who appeared in Leeds in 1860 was Martini Maccomo. He was 
born in Angola in southern Africa around 1836. He travelled the country with Manders’ Royal 
Menagerie for around ten years, performing with both lions and tigers. Two years after his 
appearance in Leeds the Times reported that Maccomo had been attacked by a lion130. These types 
of attacks were not unusual. In September 1900 the Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer reported 
how the Black lion tamer Frankoo Montano, who worked for the Chippendale’s Menagerie, had 
been attacked by a lioness named Vixen during the menagerie’s visit to the Woodhouse Feast. Like 
Maccomo in 1862, Frankoo Montano survived the attack after being rushed to the Leeds 
Infirmary131. The newspaper reported that this was the third time Frankoo Montano had been 
attacked by Vixen. A report in The Showman from six months later gives details of a fourth attack, 
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this time in Plymouth132. Again, Frankoo Montano survived the attack and was mentioned in The 
Showman as late as 1905133. 
 

Black Victorians sometimes appeared on stages in Leeds and Bradford in a degrading and humiliating 
context. The life of Leeds woman Elizabeth Magnas is, sadly, a perfect example of this. Elizabeth 
Magnas was born in London to a Black father and White mother. She was living in Leeds from at 
least 1834 where she married a local man named John Crockett. Despite the birth of three children, 
the nature of their marriage is unclear. John Crockett was a fair booth owner who was responsible 
for exhibiting his own wife as a ‘Hottentot Venus’ at several Leeds fairs for six and a half years. John 
Crockett was no doubt inspired by the original ‘Hottentot Venus’, the South African woman Sarah 
Baartman, who was exhibited across Europe in the early 19th Century. Elizabeth Magnas was known 
for her extraordinary strength and part of her act involved her lifting heavy weights on her back. She 
died in November 1840 of chronic alcoholism134.Her alcoholism was, undoubtedly, related to the 
treatment she received at the hands of her husband. The Leeds Times reported that, shortly after 
Elizabeth’s death, John Crockett had married a ‘Canadian giantess’ who was already been exhibited 
in Leeds by her new husband135.  

Other Black Victorians were also exhibited in a similar fashion. Conjoined twins Millie and Christine 
McKoy, enslaved children from North Carolina, toured Britain between July 1855 and January 1857. 
During the tour they were displayed in rooms opposite the Midland Hotel in Bradford in June 
1856136. Other people of colour were exhibited in Leeds. A playbill in the Leodis playbills collection, 
dating to the late 19th or early 20th Century, advertises ‘Unzie’s Palace of Living Novelties’ which 
appeared at the Tiger Buildings in Kirkgate. Unzie was an albino Aborigine man from New Zealand 
who had a large white afro. The playbill advertising his appearance in Leeds informed the reader: 
“Unzie’s parents were Black, although his skin and hair are as white as snow”137. Visitors to the Tiger 
Buildings were encouraged to feel and examine Unzie’s hair to “make sure it is not a wig or false 
hair”. Also appearing at the Tiger Buildings at the same time was Karoo ‘the Congo giant! Alive from 
Africa.’ Karoo wasn’t African but was in fact Mianko Karoo, a Native American man who stood 
between eight and nine feet tall.  

Some Black Victorians made their living as street performers such as James Melvern who was living 
in a lodging house in Captain Street in Bradford during the 1880s. He appears to have travelled the 
country performing as a ‘negro minstrel’ in the streets. In August 1884 he was reported to have been 
in Lancaster138.Some Black entertainers moved from town to town to find work as was the case with 
the two unidentified Black entertainers mentioned in the Yorkshire Post in 1891. They had 
previously lived in Bradford but around April 1891 it was believed that they had moved to Leeds139.  

Black minstrel shows were another form pf popular entertainment in Victorian Leeds and Bradford. 
While these shows did occasionally use Black performers, they usually used an all-White cast in 
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blackface. A few amateur minstrel troupes were formed in Leeds in the late 19th Century. The Leeds 
Mercury reported that a troupe of local amateur minstrels had performed at the Music Hall in Leeds 
in 1872140. The Rockingham Society Minstrels were another local troupe who made regular 
performances in Leeds in the late 1870s and early 1880s141. The Brunswick Harmonic Society also 
made regular appearances around the same period142. In 1899 a professional ‘coon comedian’ Sam 
Swinden advertised his ‘Acme of Negro Minstrelsy’, situated in Bayswater Place, in the Yorkshire 
Evening Post143. Another White performer, George Henry Elliott, began his career in Leeds in the 
1890s and remained popular into the 20th Century, performing in brown face paint in Leeds as late as 
the 1950s under the stage name ‘The Chocolate Coloured Coon’144. Not everyone enjoyed minstrel 
shows. In 1883 the Shipley Times and Express complained “Good concerts are evidently not wanted 
in Shipley. Negro minstrelsy […] seem to meet with most success here”145. 

Stage adoptions of Harriet Beecher Stowe’s anti-slavery novel ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ were also popular 
in Leeds and Bradford during the Victorian era146. These shows often used Black performers as was 
advertised in Yeadon in 1888147. Bradford even had a music hall, opened in 1861, named after the 
novel148. Harriet Beecher Stowe also visited Leeds in 1853 where she was the guest of Edward 
Baines149. Reporting on her visit the Leeds Mercury, edited by Edward Baines, wrote: “The visit of 
Mrs. Stowe to this town will not be forgotten by those who had the privilege of seeing her.”150  

The people of Leeds continued to celebrate emancipation in the Caribbean throughout the 19th 
Century. At one Emancipation Day celebration, organised by the Leeds Young Men’s Anti-Slavery 
Society in 1861, several Black Canadian reverends addressed a large crowd gathered inside the 
Music Hall on Albion Street151. The citizens of the city also campaigned for an end to slavery in North 
America. These campaigns were supported by the local branch of the Whig Party and the liberal 
newspaper Leeds Mercury. Numerous Black abolitionists spoke in Leeds and Bradford to gain 
support for the abolitionist movement (See Appendix 2).   

Leeds also gave refuge to fugitive slaves from North America. Among them were William and Ellen 
Craft who, in 1851, were recorded as living in Leeds with the White abolitionist Wilson Armistead at 
his home on Springfield Place152. A few years earlier, in 1848, Wilson Armistead had published his 
book ‘A Tribute for the Negro’, a 560-page collection of biographies that detail the achievements of 
Black people. He founded the Leeds Anti-Slavery Association in 1853153. William and Ellen Craft’s 
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story was told in the Leeds Mercury in 1856154, six years before they published their book ‘Running a 
Thousand Miles for Freedom’.  

Another fugitive slave, John William¸ was lodging in George Street in Leeds in 1858. In July 1858 he 
made contact with the Leeds Anti-Slavery Society and various other residents of Leeds and received 
money from them to pay for his railway fair to Liverpool. From Liverpool he had planned to obtain 
passage to Liberia where he had family. Unfortunately, one of the men who had given him money 
grew suspicious and before John William was able to travel to Liverpool he was arrested. Unable to 
convince the court that he was genuine he was charged with obtaining money by false pretence and 
sentenced to two months with hard labour155.  

Mr. J. Hughes was another former slave living in Leeds in the 1850s. He had been enslaved in 
Baltimore, Maryland and had come to Britain sometime in the 1850s. By April 1859 he was living in 
Leeds and was reported to have attended Methodist Mission Society meetings156. He travelled 
around the UK and became a reverend in the 1860s157.   

 

 

George Street in 1903, fugitive slave John William was lodging in George Street in 1858.  
©  Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 

 

Black men and women living in Victorian Leeds and Bradford were often the victims of violent 
crimes. One such case was reported in the Bradford Observer in 1840. A Black man, John Williams, 
and his wife Mary, were living in Leeds. In December 1840 the couple made a trip to Bradford where 
they lodged at the House of Bishop on Threadneedle Street. While there Mary Williams was 
assaulted by an Irishman named James Murphy. John Williams defended his wife and was also 
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assaulted by James Murphy. On their return trip to Leeds John Williams was attacked by two White 
men at the Oak Inn on Leeds Road158. 

Another man, John McWilliams, employed as a gas-house labourer in Leeds in 1880, was violently 
assaulted and robbed by two White men in Oldfield Court159. Joseph Simmonete, a mixed-race 
resident of Leeds, was violently attacked by a White man named Nathan Heaton who threw him 
from a train during a return visit from Liverpool in 1888160. Eliza Gray, a Black woman working as a 
servant in Leeds, was robbed by John Smith on St. Johns Road in December 1894161. Black visitors to 
Leeds could also become victims of violent crimes. John Lawrence was a Black seaman visiting Leeds 
from Newcastle in October 1861. After drinking in a Leeds pub he was robbed by a prostitute and 
three male accomplices162.  

While these attacks were not reported as being racially motivated, as has previously been 
mentioned, Black people of Leeds and Bradford were the victims of racist abuse during the Victorian 
period. There are a number of cases reported in the local newspapers of Black people sticking up for 
themselves in such scenarios. In 1876 the Leeds Mercury reported how a Black labourer in Leeds had 
fought two White men who had insulted his wife and called him ‘blackie’163. Other Black men got 
into fights with White men too. In 1882 Albert Ellis was fined ten shillings for fighting with a White 
man on Boar Lane in Leeds164. The same night, an Indian seaman named James Miller was arrested 
for fighting a White man outside the Lloyd’s Arms near St. Peter’s Square165.  

 

Boar Lane around 1890. In 1882 Albert Ellis was fined for fighting on Boar Lane.  
©  Thoresby Spciety, www.leodis.net 

 

Both fights had involved biting and the Leeds Times reported on what they called “BLACK 
CANNIBALS” which no doubt played into the well-established European myth of the savage African.  
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In the imagination of the average Victorian, people of colour were linked with cannibalism. In 
October 1890, at the Leeds Church Institute, Herbert Waid delivered a lecture on cannibalism in 
central Africa166 which undoubtedly cemented the link between cannibalism and Africa. Leeds 
newspapers printed multiple stories involving cannibalism. In 1894 the Leeds Times reported on the 
“Revolting tales of cannibalism” in the Congo167. A year later the Leeds Mercury reported on “an 
extraordinary case of cannibalism in the British colony of Sierra Leone”168and in 1896 the Yorkshire 
Evening Post printed an article titled ‘How cannibals live: Tale of darkest Africa’ in which they 
reported on the supposed cannibals of Zanzibar169. Stories such as these fuelled racist attitudes 
towards Black people and would have effected how Black people were treated in Leeds and 
Bradford.   

Not all White people in Leeds carried the same beliefs. The letter printed in the Leeds Mercury in 
1888 shows how some White people in Leeds were disgusted at the racist behaviour they witnessed. 
Some White residents were reported to have showed kindness to their Black neighbours. In 1893 a 
Black man who had been preaching in the streets of Leeds was taken in off the streets by a White 
man named George Henry Miles and was given lodgings at the Little Wanderers Home on New York 
Street170.  

Occasionally Black people fought for justice, and received it. When William Brown was accused of 
the theft of 19 shillings in Bradford in 1885 witnesses were called to the court to prove his 
innocence. It was proven that a White man, Illingworth Crossland, was the sole thief. William Brown 
was discharged and Illingworth Crossland was sentenced to three months in jail171.  In 1896, when 
Sam Wilson, an African-American man from Alabama, was refused entry into a workhouse in 
Bradford he took the case to court and won172. Black people in Leeds also fought for their working 
rights. In 1896 a Black builder was reported to have been involved in a strike over a building trade 
dispute173.  

Despite the racist attitudes of some White people, Black people in Leeds and Bradford were often 
welcomed into their local communities. In the 1880s Alexander Harris was the leader of the 
Salvation Mission Army in Bramley and played the kettle drum in their band. He appeared in court in 
December 1884 after a neighbour, David Newton, had made a complaint over the level of noise 
made by the band that played outside his home174. While Alexander Harris had been welcomed by 
his fellow Salvation Mission Army members, all of whom were White, during the court case it was 
reviled that he felt that racial discrimination was behind the complaint.  A letter written by 
Alexander Harris to David Newton was read out during the court case and was later published in the 
Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer. In it Alexander Harris wrote: “I am sorry to see that the 
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Salvation Army and the Christian Mission, who make more noise than we do, and yet they do not 
disturb you in the least, but we have; but of course my skin is dark.”175  

Alexander Harris’ position as the leader of the Salvation Mission Army would have meant that he 
was a well-known member of his local community. Other Black men in West Yorkshire were also 
involved in the Salvation Army. In 1931 the Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer, reporting on the 
golden jubilee celebrations of the Salvation Army in Heckmondwike, mentioned that “one of the 
early converts of the corps […] was a black man named Harry Nicholls”176. The newspaper went on to 
mention how Harry Nicholls, originally a circus performer from America, had become a lieutenant 
with the Salvation Army and had worked with the sick at Sheffield Hospital. The newspaper informed 
its readers that “His portrait now hangs in the Sheffield Salvation Army quarters”177.   

There is evidence of other Black men becoming well-known and liked in Leeds and Bradford. Edward 
Walton, known as ‘Spider’, was a well-known flower-seller in Leeds and Bradford. He was a mixed-
raced man described as a ‘mulatto’178, born around 1873179. His mother Ellen was born in Southport 
in 1852180but his father’s identity has not yet been discovered but he may have been from Peru181. 
The Walton family lived in Wellington Lane in Leeds182 and later moved around the corner to 
Wellington Street183. Edward sold flowers on Kirkgate and Darley Street in Bradford with his 
parents184. When he died of apoplexy in January 1898, aged 25, his death was reported in the Leeds 
Times185. Edward Walton’s death certificate shows that he was living in Manningham, Bradford at 
the time of his death186. 
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A drawing of Wellington Street from 1884. The Walton family lived on Wellington Street during this period.  
© Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 

 

Another Black flower-seller working in Bradford was William Johnson. It was reported that he carried 
a tray of flowers on his head, unlike Edward Walton who carried his tray around his waist. William 
Johnson was charged with assaulting a White man outside the Odd Fellows’ Arms’ Inn in July 
1877187. 

Edward Walton was one of three Black men from Bradford painted by John Sowden in 1888. Another 
was Thomas Jackson, known as ‘Old Tom’. Like Edward Walton, Thomas Jackson was a well-known 
street character living in Bradford188. Thomas Jackson was born enslaved in Virginia in 1815189. He 
was 73-years-old when John Sowden painted his portrait in 1888.  On the 1891 census he is shown 
as living in the Union Workhouse on Baptist Square in Keighley near Bradford190. Keighley Union 
Records from this period mention that the workhouse master had found “the sum of 10s/6d on 
Thomas Jackson” which was to “be dealt with when Jackson takes his discharge.”191 He died in the 
Union Infirmary in 1897 and was buried in Utley cemetery in Keighley192.  

The third was Abraham Johnson, a formerly enslaved man who had worked his passage to England 
on board ships. Abraham Johnson was born in Zanzibar around 1848. He was enslaved as a teenager 
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and his enslavement took him to China, Japan and India. He escaped slavery in South-East Asia 
before working as a crew member on board a ship that brought him to Liverpool193. Abraham 
Johnson was living in Leeds from around 1864 until 1868 when he returned to sea as a crew member 
on a ship travelling from Liverpool across the Indian Ocean and back194. From 1881 he lived in a 
lodging house in Bradford with his wife and daughter. He became a street vendor selling pamphlets 
and newspapers. By 1888, when he was painted by John Sowden, he was using a cane perhaps due 
to injuries caused in a ship wreck195. He died in Armley jail in Leeds in 1910 and was buried at 
Killingbeck cemetery196.  

Edward Walton is described in the Leeds Times as ‘a mulatto’, suggesting that he was of mixed 
African and European ancestry and in John Sowden’s painting of him he does appear to be mixed-
race. However, it was believed that his family were from Peru and therefore Edward may have been 
a native Peruvian197. Whatever his true identity, it is important to note how people of the period 
identified him. Racial identity in Victorian Leeds and Bradford was not always clear. ‘Coloured’ was 
often used as a catch-all term and both the Indian seaman James Miller and the Native American 
Martino Bartlett were described in this way. The term ‘Black’ could also be used to describe a person 
of South Asian heritage or an aboriginal person, as was the case with Unzie. A mixed-race woman 
called Mrs. Parker was living in Leeds around the same time as the Walton family. In the Yorkshire 
Evening Post in 1898 she was described as ‘half-caste’ but her heritage is unclear198. Race could even 
cause confusion at the time. In 1892 the Yorkshire Evening Post reported that Thomas Squires who 
was “previously described as a Mulatto” was in fact “a native of Leeds”199.  

The racial identity of an induvial could occasionally be purposely misleading. This was seen with 
Mianko Karoo, the Native American who was billed as an African giant. As has been seen with 
Charles Alexander Edwards, individuals occasionally lied about their own identity. Claiming to be an 
African prince was an almost guaranteed way to gain people’s trust, sympathy and even their 
money. A similar case to that of Charles Alexander Edwards is that of Moses Wallace, an African-
American man who claimed to be an African Prince in Scotland in 1869200. Another man, Gustavus 
Adolphus Nero Rodman Fraser, claimed to be raising funds for a factious missionary project and was 
arrested numerous times for fraud in Scotland and the North of England in the late 1880s201. By 1891 
he was living at 27 Hillary Street in Leeds with his wife Jennie who was from Lincolnshire. On the 
1891 census he is listed as “a theological student”202.  
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Hillary Street showing number 27 on the left where Gustavus Fraser and his wife Jennie lived in 1891.  
©  West Yorkshire Archive Service, www.leodis.net 

 

Exactly how many Black people lived in Leeds and Bradford during the Victorian period may never be 
known. In the first half of the 19th Century the presence of a Black person in Leeds and Bradford was 
fairly rare. In 1856 a Black man in Bradford was reported to have attracted a large crowd in the town 
centre203. This was defiantly not the case in the second-half of the century when Black people in 
Leeds and Bradford were more commonplace.  The majority of the names mentioned in local 
newspapers were linked to crime in some way. John Williams, a Black man living on Church Hill in 
Bradford, was fined for pouring a chamber pot into a grate in the street in 1849204. An unidentified 
Black man living in Leeds in 1854 was believed to be linked to a pick pocket205. Another unidentified 
Black man and his wife were arrested for being drunk and disorderly in Bradford in 1887206.Another 
man, James Ferguson, was arrested for theft in Leeds in 1859207 and John Stewart who lived at 3 
Northfield Villas, Lovell Road in Leeds was charged with assaulting a bookmaker in 1900208.  The 
number of Black people not linked to crime no doubt outnumbered those whose details were given 
in the newspapers but unfortunately their names may be forever lost to time.  

 

 

 

                                                            
203 Leeds Mercury,  21.10.1856 
204 Bradford Observer, 15.3.1849 
205 Leeds Intelligencer, 27.5.1854 
206 Yorkshire Post and Intelligencer, 26.11.1887 
207 Leeds Mercury, 8.11.1859 
208 Leeds Times, 3.3.1900 

http://www.leodis.net/


Edwardian Period (1901 – 1914) 
 

By the 20th Century both Leeds and Bradford were multicultural cities. Immigrants arrived in the 
cities from across the world including Asia, Africa, the Caribbean, North America, Europe and 
Ireland. Both Leeds and Bradford already had established Irish and Jewish communities. In Leeds, 
Michael Marks, a Polish Jew, co-founded Marks & Spencer with Thomas Spencer in 1894. A 
Lithuanian Jew, Montague Burton, arrived in England in 1900, settled in Leeds, and later founded 
Burton Menswear. Migration worked both ways and between 1905 and 1915 the Tomlinson family 
sent almost 400 postcards from the Caribbean, where they lived, to their family in Colton209.  

The migration of Black people to England increased in the early 20th Century. In 1906 the Leeds 
Mercury reported that “for two or three years past there has been a marked increase in the number 
of negroes who have come to London”210. This increase was seen as a threat by some. In 1906 the 
Leeds Mercury posed the question: “Is England threatened by a black peril?”  This attitude was 
based almost entirely on sexual jealousy. It was reported that White women were “fascinated” by 
Black men and found them “an irresistible attraction”211. Eleven years later in 1917 the Yorkshire 
Evening Post informed their readers “the growth of the negro population of Liverpool, leading to the 
union of black men and white women, is causing alarm”. 

A number of Black people were living in Hunslet in Leeds during the late Victorian period and the 
Edwardian period. Jospeh Downie was living in Corgan Yard, Hunslet212 before his death in 1897213. 
By 1905 the boxer Billy Benker Johnson and his family were living on Pontefract Road in Hunslet. 
Billy Benker Johnson was born in Sierra Leone around 1879 and had arrived in England in 1897. He 
lived in Manchester where he worked as a ship’s engineer. He married Margaret Maher, a woman of 
Irish descent, in Manchester in 1902. After leaving the merchant navy he worked as a boxer on 
fairground booths. Despite being a middleweight he became the heavyweight champion of the 
North in 1903. His son, Leonard Benker Johnson (later a famous boxer known as Len Johnson) was 
born in Clayton in October 1902. A second son, Albert, was born in July 1904. The family moved to 
Leeds between July 1904 and October 1905. A third son, Billy, was born in Leeds in October 1905. A 
daughter named Dora was also born in Leeds.  Between 1905 and 1911, Billy Johnson was employed 
in a boxing booth, ran by Gal Hague, that travelled the country but Leeds was the family’s home. 
They lived in poor conditions in a house on Pontefract Road. In 1912 Billy Johnson was employed as 
a waiter at the Prince Albert Hotel in Hunslet and his sons went to local schools. Len Johnson 
attended Jack Lane School in Hunslet and later attended Cockburn School on the corner of Dewsbury 
Road and Burton Road214.  

Black boxers working at fairground booths were common in Edwardian England. People would pay 
money to challenge them. In their report on the Holbeck Feast in 1913 the Leeds Mercury mentions 
the presence of a “garrulous coloured man” at the boxing booth who was “proving his talent for 
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attracting a crowd and also his ability to secure combatants for the stalwart bare armed pugilists 
who stand in a row beside him.”215 

 

Prince Albert Hotel at 307 Hunslet Road in 1938. Billy Benker Johnson worked at the pub in 1912.  
© Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 

Rugby player Lucius Banks was also living in Hunslet in 1912. Lucius Banks was born in Virginia in 
1886. He served in the U.S. Cavalry and was stationed in New York from 1908 until 1912. In 1912 he 
was spotted playing American football by a member of Hunslet’s management committee and the 
club bought him out of the army to play rugby in the UK. He played for Hunslet FC throughout 1912 
and was known as ‘Hunslet’s Coloured Coon’216. He only played for the team for a year and returned 
to America at the end of 1912217.  

Black people lived in other parts of Leeds as well. The African-American comedian Benjamin Iris 
Mercer was living on Grafton Street, Little London in the early 20th Century218. Benjamin Iris Mercer 
was born in North America in 1879 and was a comedian working in England from at least 1897, 
touring with a ‘Vaudeville Negro Concert’219. He was later a member of the Mobile Quartet until 
1901 when he formed The Jetneys220, a comedy duo described as ‘Great Coloured Coon 
Comedians’221. Benjamin Iris Mercer was living in Leeds by 1905 when he became ill with 
tuberculosis. He died in January 1906, aged 27222 and was buried at Beckett Street Cemetery223.  
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African-American men such as Lucius Banks and Benjamin Iris Mercer made Leeds their home for 
short periods of time. Lucius Banks returned to America in December 1912 and Benjamin Iris Mercer 
only lived in Leeds for a few months before his untimely death in 1906. Mixed-race people, such as 
George Yorke who lived in Bradford between 1836 and 1910, were born in Yorkshire224. George 
Yorke’s family had lived in Yorkshire since the 1770s.  

 

Grafton Street in Little London where Benjamin Iris Mercer lived in 1906. 
© West Yorkshire Archive Service, www.leodis.net 

George Yorke’s grandfather, John Yorke, was born in West Africa around 1760 and was later 
enslaved in Jamaica. He was brought to Yorkshire in the early 1770s by his enslaver’s daughter 
Elizabeth Campbell. John Yorke lived in Richmond, North Yorkshire. By 1772 he had moved to 
Marske Hall where he was enslaved by John Hutton. He later gained his freedom after saving a 
gamekeeper from a fire. He was baptized in 1776 in the Church of Marske225. He married a local 
woman, Hannah Barker, in 1799 and the couple had seven children together. One son, William 
Yorke, was born in Marske in 1803 and became a bare-knuckle boxer226. William’s son, George 
Yorke, was born in 1832227. 

The Yorke family moved to Bradford around 1836 and lived in Furnance Street, Bolling Back Lane228.  
George Yorke worked at the nearby Bolling Iron Works. He married a local White woman named 
Margaret Kipling229. By 1901 George Yorke and his family were living on Sheridan Street, Bradford230. 
A photograph taken of him towards the end of his life shows him as a well-dressed wealthy man. He 
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died in 1910 aged 78231. In less than 150 years the Yorke family had gone from being enslaved in 
Jamaica to being middle-class in Bradford.  

Both Leeds and Bradford became known for their Black sports personalities. Black football players 
had played in Bradford as early as 1899 when a team of Black players from South Africa played a 
game against a Bradford & District team at Park Avenue232. Men like William Yorke and Billy Johnson 
were known for their skills as boxers. Lucius Banks played Rugby for Hunslet F.C in 1912. Prior to 
that, William Gibb Clarke had played football for Bradford City. He was born in Scotland in 1878 to a 
Black father, Alexander Clarke, from British Guiana and a White mother named Jemima. William 
Gibb Clarke became a professional footballer in Scotland in the late 19th Century. He joined his first 
English team, Bristol Rovers, in 1900 and joined Aston Villa in 1901. He played for Bradford City from 
1905 until 1909. He made his debut with Bradford City on 2 September 1905 in a match against 
Leeds City233. He played a total of 98 games with Bradford City, scoring 16 goals234.  In 1905 the 
Yorkshire Evening Post called him “a very fine player” adding that he was “one of the speediest and 
cleverest wing men”235.  

Leeds and Bradford also saw a number of Black entertainers visiting the cities during the Edwardian 
period. The Kaffir Boy Choir came to Leeds in 1904236 and The Kingston Choral Union of Jamaica 
performed in Bradford in 1907 during their UK tour237. Local Black people also became entertainers 
such as Caroline Coffee from Bradford. She was born around 1887 and by 1913 she was living at 49 
South Parade, Manningham Lane in Bradford. She was a member of Will Garland’s ‘Negro Troupe’ 
called ‘A Journey in Negroland’ that toured Finland, Berlin, Budapest, and Russia in 1913238.  

Black people in Leeds and Bradford during the Edwardian period were very much members of their 
local communities. There is evidence that some attended local events such as the unidentified Black 
man who was photographed in the crowd at the Coronation Day parade in Bradford in 1911239. 
Some Black men, like Billy Johnson, worked in public spaces and would have been familiar faces in 
their local communities.  

Pastor H. Smith of Leeds was preaching, singing and giving lectures in Wesleyan Chapels across 
Yorkshire as early as 1913. He was first mentioned in the Sheffield Daily Telegraph in 1913 when it 
was reported that he had sang ‘negro plantation melodies’ and had given a lecture on South Africa 
at the Wesleyan Chapel in Hoyland240. Later in the year it was reported that he was friends with 
Richard Archer, the Black major of Battersea241. In December 1913 Pastor H. Smith gave a lecture on 
West Africa in Hemingfield242.  In 1915 it was reported that he had visited the Wesleyan Chapel in 
Hoyland again and had sang, accompanied by a guitar, at the Sunday School and had given a lecture 
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the following day243. Pastor H. Smith lived in Leeds from at least 1913 until at least 1923. In 1923 it 
was reported that he sang ‘negro melodies’ while accompanied by a guitar at Wesleyan Church in 
Earby244.  

Pastor H. Smith and his friend Richard Archer are both examples of Black men having respected roles 
in Edwardian society. In 1913 the Leeds Mercury wrote of Richard Archer: “The coloured Mayor of 
Battersea is just the type of man, no matter what his colour, the average Englishman admires.”245 
Despite this Black people continued to be victims of racism. In 1913 the Leeds Mercury reported that 
“The colour question has recently aroused attention in Leeds, and a complaint has been made on 
the ground of intolerance.”246 Len Johnson, the son of Billy Benker Johnson, would later recall how 
he was racial abused as a child at school in Leeds and how his White mother was physically attacked 
in the street for being married to a Black man247. Racial discrimination was also present in other 
parts of West Yorkshire during the Edwardian period. In 1903 the Yorkshire Evening Post reported on 
the case of the Black singer Daisy Walker from Halifax who had spoken out about Police harassment 
during a court case in Brighouse. She told the court how “whenever she came to Brighouse she was 
always ‘run in’ by the police.”248 

Depictions of Black people in Leeds and Bradford during this period were often degrading 
caricatures. Some lasting examples can still be seen today, including the Park Row frieze and the 
Atlas House sculptures. The golliwog, a racist caricature of a Black man, was introduced in the 
children’s book ‘The Adventures of Two Dutch Dolls and a Golliwogg’ in 1895 and remained popular 
in England throughout the Edwardian period, becoming the mascot of Robertson’s jam in 1910. The 
Golliwog became a popular fancy dress character in Leeds. In 1913 the Yorkshire Evening Post listed 
Golliwog as one of their boys’ fancy dress ideas249. One person in a Golliwog fancy dress costume 
had been present at the Headingley Rinking Carnival in 1909250 and in 1912 nurses at the Leeds 
Infirmary had dressed as Golliwogs to entertain patients at Christmas251 . The use of blackface was 
also common in fancy dress in Leeds and Bradford. Photographs show musicians in blackface at 
Yeadon Carnival in 1900 and in 1910252. Another photograph shows men dressed a Jazz musician in 
blackface at the Morley Medical Charities’ Carnival as late as the 1930s.  
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A float at the Morley Medical Charities Carnival in the early 1930s showing two men at the back in blackface.  
© David Atkinson Archive, www.leodis.net  

 

It was racist attitudes of the time that allowed Black people to be exhibited in outdoor public 
displays. In Leeds in 1900253 and in Bradford a year later254, around 50 Zulus from South Africa were 
exhibited at a show called ‘Savage South Africa’. Another display, ‘The Somali Village’ was held at the 
Bradford Exhibition between May and October 1904. Around 100 Somali men, women and children 
lived in the makeshift village built in Bradford’s Lister Park255. During a five month period, these 
Somali people lived every moment of their lives within the boundaries of the Somali Village which 
could be considered Bradford’s first African community. A more accurate description however would 
be a Human Zoo. One resident of the village, a 32-year-old woman named Halemo Abdi, died from 
Tuberculosis in September256 and a child was born in the village later the same month257. The 
following year, a group of six “pygmies” from central Africa were displayed at the Assembly Rooms 
on New Briggate in Leeds258. Not everybody agreed with these types of exhibitions. In April 1904 the 
Bradford Daily Telegraph reported that Rev. Leonard Dawson, the vicar of St. Jude’s, had written to 
protest against the Somali village at the Bradford Exhibition. Rev. Leonard Dawson wrote that when 
a group of Zulus had been exhibited in London that they “went away from England with a poor 
opinion of Christianity and English life.”259  
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World War I (1914 – 1918) 
 

During the First World War, Black men from Leeds and Bradford were among those who joined the 
armed forces. After returning to America, Lucius Banks served in the United States Army during the 
war and Billy Benker Johnson joined the navy in 1914 after moving to Manchester260. Thousands of 
Black men from British African colonies and the Caribbean were enlisted to support Britain’s war 
effect. Among them were men whose families would later be linked to Yorkshire. Charles Williams, 
the father of the comedian Charlie Williams, came to Britain from Barbados in 1914 and served with 
the Royal Fusiliers. After the war he settled in Royston, West Yorkshire261. Egbert Watson Gardner 
from Jamaica, whose sons Gladstone and Alford would later live in Leeds, served in the British West 
Indies Regiment in Belgium and France262.  

There is also evidence of Black men avoiding service. Such was the case with Norman Harry, a 
Jamaican man living in Leeds with his wife, Agnes Violet Harry, between 1917 and 1919. A 
newspaper report from 1919 provides us with some details of his life. He was employed as an 
architect’s draughtsman and made enough money to be able to afford a motorcycle with a sidecar. 
During World War I he had claimed to have been from Panama, making him not liable for military 
service. Norman and Agnes Harry were married from at least 1917 but the marriage was an unhappy 
one. The newspaper report that gives us details of Norman Harry’s life was the report on the court 
case dealing with the couple’s divorce. It was reported that Norman Harry had been unfaithful to his 
wife, being described during the court case as being “devoted to the society of the other sex”.263 

Another man, Harry Spencer, was charged with failing to report for military service in 1916. Harry 
Spencer was born around 1878 and had been living in England since 1905. He was living in Leeds by 
1916 and when he failed to report for military service he was arrested in the middle of the night and 
later appeared in court. He told the court: “I am not against going at all but I think there are plenty 
of young fellows belonging to this country who ought to go”. He was discharged from the court and 
told to join the Army immediately264.  

Harry Spencer was not alone in failing to report for military service. The Yorkshire Evening Post 
reported on two similar cases in September 1916. In Wakefield a West Indian ship’s steward named 
Ernest Saunders was charged for not signing up265 and In Hull, a West African man named William 
Martin was arrested for the same crime266. Both these men explained that they had attempted to 
sign up for military service but had been rejected due to their race.  

Other Black men, such as Thomas Morris, were employed at the Leeds Steel Works during the war 
years267. Women also aided in the war effort by working in factories. An unidentified mixed-race 
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woman was photographed working in a munitions factory in Bradford in 1917268. There is also 
evidence of other people of colour playing important roles during the war. An Indian doctor, Dr Z. P. 
Fernandez had acted as assistant to Dr Smith at the Fever Hospital in Leeds throughout the war269.  

 

The Leeds Steel Works in Hunslet where Thomas Morris worked during the First World War.  
© Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 

 
Leeds also attracted at least one African student, Kwamina Annan Sey, who studied at Leeds 
University between 1916 and 1919.  Born in the Gold Coast (now Ghana) around 1894, Kwamina 
Annan Sey, later claimed to be the son of an African chief. He arrived in England in 1910 and 
attended Queens College in Trull, Somerset in 1911 where he undertook training to become a 
Reverend. He later moved to Leeds, around 1916, and enrolled at Leeds University for three and a 
half years270.  

Although race relations improved during the war years, Black servicemen were less welcome in 
Britain after the war as is evident by the race riots that took place in other parts of the UK in the 
summer of 1919. In Liverpool the riots resulted in the death of Charles Wootton, a 24-year-old ships 
fireman from Bermuda271. 
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Interwar Period (1919 – 1939) 
 

Five Africans were recorded as living in Leeds on the 1921 census272. Among them were Kwamina 
Annan Sey and his relative Mr. G. P. Sey who both lived in Hunslet. After studying at Leeds 
University, Kwamina Annan Sey had lived in Beverley for a short time. In 1921 he fell on hard times 
and experienced a period of homelessness. He returned to Leeds around June 1921 and lived at 4 
Springfield Place.  His relative Mr. G. P. Sey lived at Jack Lane and was employed as an engineer. The 
pair returned to the Gold Coast in 1923273. 

Another Black resident of Hunslet was Joe Mitchell, an ex-boxer who was employed as a watchman 
at the Hunslet Feast in 1924274. A labourer, Mr. Hill, was also living in Hunslet during this period. He 
had met a White woman named Mildred in April 1919. The couple had married in July of that year 
and they had a child together around a year later. By 1921 Mr. Hill was living on Askern Place in 
Hunslet275.  

 

Hunslet Feast in 1905. Many of Hunslet’s Black residents would have been familiar with the annual Hunslet Feast. Joe 
Mitchell was employed as a watchman there in 1924. © Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 

Beyond Hunslet, Leeds was also home to Louie Walton and her family. Louie Walton was a mixed-
race girl who was described as being a ‘creole’ – a person of mixed White European and Afro-
Caribbean descent. She was born, in England, around 1910 and her family had moved to Leeds from 
Manchester in September 1924. The Waltons lived in Brunswick Terrace and were a family of street 
performers who sang, danced and played instruments. Louie became known as ‘Pasadena’ after her 
signature song ‘Home in Pasadena’. Her step-father was a Black man who played an organ and sang. 
Her mother and uncle danced. In May 1925 Louie Walton ran away from home with plans of joining 
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a travelling show. She was found in the Chapeltown Recreation Ground two days later276. Clem 
Foster was another performer living in Leeds in the 1920s.  He was a light-skinned man of African 
heritage born in St. Martinique and was billed as the ‘White Negro’. In 1901 he was one of the 
‘Freaks’ in Mr. Leonard Bound’s Palace of Wonders. He was known for being ‘very good’ at imitating 
wild animals and the xylophone277. Clem Foster was living in Leeds by 1927 where, in August, he was 
arrested for being drunk and disorderly278.  

Other Black men found work in sports such as Eddie Parris. Eddie Parris was born in Wales in 1911 to 
a White English mother named Annie Clarke and a Black Bajan father named John Edward Parris who 
had come to England around 1900. From 1927 Eddie Parris played football for Chepstow Town F.C. 
He was talent spotted by scouts for Bradford Park Avenue A.F.C and signed as a trialist in 1928, 
making his debut with that team in January 1929. He played for the team until 1934, playing a total 
of 142 games and scoring 39 goals279.  

While most Black men in this period did manage to find work, there is some evidence of a few 
turning to crime to make a living. Norman Doushong, who lived in the Camp Road area of Leeds in 
the 1930s, was sentenced in 1933 for “living on the immoral earnings” of a White woman named 
Margaret Smith280. Having a job didn’t always mean people had enough money to survive. Alfred 
Faulkner, a labourer living in Bolton Road, Bradford was charged with breaking and entering in 
1924281. He was most likely the same Alfred Faulkner who was fined ten shillings for being drunk and 
disorderly in Lancashire four years earlier282.  

There is always the case of George ‘Bertie’ Robinson who had been employed as a footman at 
Harewood House in Leeds and the Lascelles family’s London residence at Upper Belgrave Street from 
1893. He had been born in St. Vincent in the Caribbean in 1879 and was brought to England by the 
5th Earl of Harewood at the age of 13. In 1906 he travelled to the Caribbean with the Lascelles. It was 
intended that he would remain in the Caribbean but he returned to England alone and continued to 
work for the Lascelles. A relationship with Elizabeth Wray, a domestic servant at Ribston Hall near 
Knaresborough, resulted in the birth of a son named Bertie Robinson Wray in July 1921. George 
Robinson was dismissed from his position in July 1922 for the theft of £50, which he stole to provide 
for his young son. He travelled to Trinidad less than two weeks later.  His son remained in England 
and was informally adopted at a young age283.  

By the end of the 1930s Leeds was home to Frederick Harold, a mixed-race man born in Swansea, 
Wales in 1913 to a White mother and Black West Indian father. His family moved to Hull in East 
Yorkshire when he was young and he worked as a pony driver at a colliery from a young age. 
However, by the mid-1930s he was a known criminal who had been arrested multiple times for theft 
and assault. He took on several jobs during this period including labourer, sailor and even dance 
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instructor but he also spent time in prison284. Frederick Harold was living on Mount Preston in Leeds 
by 1939.  A court case for assault, in March 1939, took place at the Leeds Assize Court285. In 1941 it 
was alleged that he had broken in to the Great Northern Railway Hotel in Leeds and took jewellery 
belonging to Mrs Majorie Streatfield worth around £500. He was found guilty and was sentenced to 
18 months imprisonment286. Frederick Harold continued to commit other crimes while in Leeds but 
his life of crime slowed down during the war years and had pretty much come to a standstill by 
1944287.During one court case in 1941 he stated that racial prejudices in employment and housing 
opportunities had led him to steal in order to survive and that racist insults had been the catalyst for 
his numerous assault charges. In 1941 the Hull Daily Mail quoted him as saying: “I am an intelligent 
person, and if people insult my colour then they insult everything I hold sacred, and I am duty bound 
to make them apologise, or do something about it”288.  Frederick Harold remained in Leeds until 
1950 after which he lived in Liverpool289.   

Another account of racist insults leading to violence was reported in the Yorkshire Post in 1928. Born 
around 1872, James Johnstone was living on Allerton Road in Bradford with his wife in 1928. The pair 
attended a social evening at the Trades Hall, Bradford in July 1928 and James Johnstone got into a 
fight with the White doorkeeper, George Golding, after he called him ‘Darkie’. During the court case 
that followed George Golding was fined £4 10s plus 10s costs 290.  James Johnstone was not only able 
to stand-up for himself in the face of racism but he was also able to get the justice he deserved.  

Other accounts of racial insults elevating to violence occurred in other parts of the country, as was 
reported in local newspapers. In 1920 the Yorkshire Evening Post reported on a case at the Leeds 
Assizes involving a fight between a White man and two Black men in Hull, during which a rifle had 
been fired. The man accused of firing the rifle was 23-year-old Alphonse Dragney, a ship’s fireman 
from French Senegal. He told the court that a fight had broken out after he had been called “black 
nigger”. During the court case it was discovered that the wrong Black man had been arrested and 
that no riffle had been discovered. Alphonse Dragney was found not guilty and was discharged291.  
Three months earlier in Hull, a West African man named Joe Williams was charged with maliciously 
wounding a White man named Thomas Flanagan by stabbing him in the hand292. 

Local newspapers also reported on other cases of racial prejudice. In 1925 the Leeds Mercury 
reported how Dr Z. P. Fernandez, an Indian doctor in Leeds, had faced racial prejudice from 
members of the Health Committee293.  

Blackface minstrel shows reminded popular in Leeds during this period. Blackface was also used in 
fancy dress costumes by children and adults. The Leodis photographic archive contains a number of 
photographs dating from the 1930s and beyond that show people in Leeds in blackface. Golliwogs 

                                                            
284 www.africansinyorkshireproject.com 
285 Hull Daily Mail, 22.3.1939 
286 Hull Daily Mail, 25.1.1941 
287 Yorkshire Evening Post and Leeds Intelligencer, 20.7.1944 
288 Hull Daily Mail, 25.1.1941 
289 Birmingham Daily Gazette, 24.6.1950 
290 Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer,  26.7.1928 
291 Yorkshire Evening Post, 12.5.1920  
292 Yorkshire Evening Post, 7.2.1920  
293 Leeds Mercury, 29.12.1925 



remained a popular toy for children and racist caricatures were present in cartoons, books and 
comics. Children who were exposed to racist depictions of Black people in media often held racist 
views in later life. Children were also being taught to fear Black people, as was reported in the 
Yorkshire Evening Post in 1930294. 
 

 

Children at Bentley Lane Infants School in Leeds playing with toys including a Golliwog doll.  
 © Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 

 

Adults also enjoyed racist entertainment. In 1930 the Yorkshire Evening Post reported that blackface 
performer G. H. Elliott had recorded ‘Coon Town Wedding’295 – one song in a long line of ‘Coon 
Songs’, a genre of music that presented stereotypes of Black people. This recording came two years 
before the British dance band Ambrose and his Orchestra recorded ‘The Sun Has Got His Hat On’, 
one of the earliest examples  of the use of the word ‘nigger’ in a recorded song. As has previously 
been mentioned, racist language appeared in print in local newspapers. When African-American 
playwright Garland Anderson spoke about philosophy in Bradford in 1938 the Bradford Observer 
described him as a “Bootblack Negro Philosopher”296. 

Other Black people visited the cities. In April 1925 the Leeds Mercury reported that two African 
princes had come to Leeds to attend a wedding297. Later in the same year Rev. Edward R. Carter 
from the Friendship Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia addressed members of the Leeds Rotary Club 
on ‘the future of the negro’298. 

Some of the biggest Black stars in music performed in Leeds and Bradford throughout the 1930s. 
African-American singer and actor Paul Robeson came to both Leeds and Bradford a number of 
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times between 1930 and 1939299. When he performed Negro spirituals and plantation folk songs at 
the Leeds Town Hall in 1931 the Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer called him “the world’s 
greatest negro actor and vocalist”300. Eight years later, just before his performance at the Paramount 
Threatre in Leeds, the Yorkshire Evening Post wrote “he is accepted everywhere as a fine actor as 
well as a singer of unique gift.”301 The African-American Jazz star Louis Armstrong also performed in 
Leeds and Bradford302. When he performed at the Leeds Empire in 1932 the Leeds Mercury called 
him “the world’s greatest trumpeter and the most discussed artist of recent years”303. The Grenada-
born singer and musician Leslie ‘Hutch’ Hutchinson also came to Leeds, performing at the Empire 
Theatre in 1938304.  

 

 

Children in Leeds in fancy dress including two boys in blackface. 
© Wetherby Historical Trust, www.leodis.net 

 

The 1920s and 1930s saw an increase in British Fascist groups such as the British Union of Fascists 
founded in 1932. However, the Battle of Holbeck Moor, when 1,000 fascists led by Oswald Mosley 
were met by 30,000 anti-fascist demonstrators, in 1936 made it clear that fascism was not welcome 
in Leeds305. The Eid celebrations, organised by the Islamic Society, held at the Leeds University in 
1938 also demonstrates the existence of racial harmony in the city.  It was reported in the Yorkshire 
Evening Post that 40 Muslim students from Egypt, India and Turkey took part in the celebrations306.  
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World War II (1939 – 1945) 
 

Black men from Leeds and Bradford were among those who served during the Second World War. 
Among them was musician George May from Bradford and three Thompson brothers from Leeds. 
The May family had been living in Bradford since 1918 and George May was born there in 1923. He 
was the son of a Black Jamaican father named Albert May and a White English mother named Mary 
Watson. Albert May was born in Jamaica in 1877 and came to England in 1892, aged 15. In England, 
Albert May was employed as a boxer at fairground booths and later became a lion trainer under the 
stage name ‘Maccomo’. He married Mary Watson around 1917 and they moved to Prospect Street 
in Bradford the following year and had three children together; Frances Hannah born in 1918, Irene 
born in 1921, and George born in 1923. During the 1930s the family lived on Bradford Moor 
Fairground and George May became a singer and drummer with a local group who played at working 
men’s clubs across Yorkshire307.  

The Thompson brothers were Theodore Cecil, Robert, and Aubrey Thompson. They were the sons of 
a Black father William Alfred Thompson and a White English mother named Florence Greenwell. 
William Alfred Thompson was born in Trinidad in 1887 and had come to England with the British 
West Indies Regiment during the First World War. He settled in England after the war and became a 
painter-decorator, painting part of the Leeds Town Hall in 1926. William Alfred Thompson died in 
Leeds in 1926 and was buried in Armley. The family moved to County Durham but returned to Leeds 
in 1938. In Leeds they lived on Meanwood Road and during the last years of the Second World War 
all three Thompson brothers joined the armed forces. Theodore Cecil Thompson served in the Royal 
Navy, Robert Thompson served in the York and Lancaster Regiment and Aubrey Thompson served in 
the RAF308. 

 

View of Meanwood Road during World War II. The Thompson family lived on Meanwood Road during the war.  
© Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 
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While all the above were mixed-race England-born men, thousands of men from overseas travelled 
to England to aid the war effort as well. In 1940 the Yorkshire Evening Post reported: “Thousands of 
men between 18 and 45 have been registered for military service in Jamaica, or abroad, if called 
upon.”309 One young Jamaican, Victor Garrick, stowed away to England to join the Royal Navy in 
1942, aged 15. He lived in Leeds for a time where he became somewhat of a local celebrity. Known 
for his singing voice, he was dubbed ‘The Singing Sailor’ by the local press310. He lived in Leeds for at 
least two weeks in 1942 and in July he opened the ‘Saving Life At Sea’ exhibition at Lewis’s311. He 
later joined the Navy and settled in London. 

Other Black men who served in the RAF would often visit Leeds during their down-time to dance in 
the Mecca Ballroom, known for its acceptance of Black dancers312. These men often stayed at the 
Greenbanks Hostel in Horsforth313. In 1948 the Yorkshire Evening Post reported that during the war 
years American GIs had been the first men to jive at the Mecca314. In his autobiography, Jamaican 
man Hubert Glendore English, would recall visiting Leeds while serving in the RAF. As well as dancing 
at the Mecca Ballroom, Hubert English also mentions shopping, boat rides at Roundhay Park, 
drinking in pubs, games of darts and cards and house parties as pastimes Black servicemen enjoyed 
in Leeds315.  

 

The Mecca Ballroom in Leeds where many Black servicemen danced during and after the Second World War.  
© Yorkshire Post, www.leodis.net 
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The war was not without its casualties. One Jamaican man, Leslie Beskey, had arrived in England to 
serve in the Royal Engineers. He died in Ilkley in 1942 after being discharged on pension with 
consumption. His funeral, with full military honours, took place at Lawnswood Cemetery in Leeds316.  

Black women also played their part during the war years. Frances May from Bradford was one of the 
women employed at Avro Aircraft Factory in Yeadon, helping to build Lancaster bombers. Frances 
May was also a singer and she entertained troops at London’s Drury Lane Theatre317. In Leeds 
audiences could be entertained by Black artists such as Jamaican bandleader Leslie ‘Jiver’ 
Hutchinson and his All-Coloured Orchestra who played in Roundhay in 1944318.  

While racial tensions eased during the war years, Theodore Cecil Thompson would later recall in his 
autobiography how he was racial abused while at school in Leeds before the war and how he was 
racial abused as a young man employed in the city after the war319. Alford Gardner, and others, 
would also recall how attitudes towards race shifted after the war320.  
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Post-war & Pre-Windrush (1945 – 1948) 
 

Many of the Black men who served during the Second World War settled in Britain after the war 
including a number who settled in Leeds. The book ‘Eulogy’ edited by Susan Pitter for Jamaica 
Society Leeds provides a list of the Jamaican men who served in the RAF during the Second World 
War and later settled in Leeds. Some of those men settled in Leeds directly after the war and others 
settled in the city in later years321. Errol James, Herbert Glendore English, and Roy Mitchell were 
among those who remained in England and settled in Leeds322. 

Charlie Dawkins was a Jamaican man who served in the RAF during the Second World War. He 
remained in England after the war and settled in Leeds with his girlfriend Joyce Gledhill around 
1947323. Some men continued to serve after the war. After being demobbed from the RAF, Jamaican 
man Marcus ‘Roy’ Mitchell joined the Leeds Rifles (Territorial Army) for fifteen and a half years324. 
Another Jamaican airman Luther Martin Henderson was stationed at the Government Training 
Centre on Kirkstall Road in 1947325. Some ex-servicemen lived in Leeds after the war but returned to 
the Caribbean before the end of the decade. Alford Gardner, who had served in the RAF, lived at the 
Greenbank Hostel in Horsforth before returning to Jamaica in 1947. He would eventually return to 
Leeds as a Windrush passenger in 1948326.   

Leeds was also home to a number of Black students. In 1947, Dan Brown and Quafo Manti, both 
from Ghana, were studying at Leeds University327 and Jamaican man Laurent Lloyd Phillpotts was 
enrolled at Leeds Collage of Technology328. R.H. Gordon was a Jamaican medicine student at Leeds 
University in 1946. A talented sportsman, R.H. Gordon played football for the Leeds University team. 
In March 1946 he was one of the reserves for the England Universities team in the England 
Universities Vs Scotland Universities match329. A month later it was reported that he was playing 
tennis in the Davis Cup330. 

Other men arrived in England from West Africa as stowaways and settled in Leeds. Neemoi ‘Speedy’ 
Acquaye came from Ghana in 1947 and Gabriel Adams and Johnny ‘Slim’ Otse came from Nigeria in 
1948. Gabriel Adams and Johnny Otse arrived in England together on-board the SS Duke of Sparta. 
The pair arrived in Liverpool in April 1948 and after several months of struggling to find work there, 
they moved to Leeds. In Leeds, Gabriel Adams stayed at the Salvation Army Hostel on Lisbon Street 
and worked in the goods depot at the Leeds railway station on Wellington Street331.  
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View of Lisbon Street in 1937 showing the Salvation Army Hostel where both Gabriel Adams and Johnny ‘Slim’ Otse stayed 
when they first arrived in Leeds in 1948.  

© Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 
 

West Africans arriving in England as stowaways was not uncommon. The Yorkshire Evening Post 
reported on West African stowaways arriving in Hull in 1946332. A few months later they reported on 
a group of six Jamaicans arriving in the country in the same way333.  

Neemoi ‘Speedy’ Acquaye was born in the Gold Coast (now Ghana) in 1931. He travelled to England 
in 1947 at the age of 16 and settled in Leeds where he worked in a factory before beginning a career 
in showbiz. He joined a travelling circus as a dancer, fire-eater and conga player. He was one of the 
many Black men who socialised at the Mecca Ballroom, becoming known for his antics on the 
dancefloor334. In 1948 the Yorkshire Evening Post reported on Black men dancing at the Mecca. 
Setting the scene Con Gordon wrote: 

Under the coloured lights the couples revolved on the Mecca Locarno dance floor. A tall coloured 
man danced with a slim young girl in a summer frock. He wore an oatmeal zoot suit – long, loose, 
wide-shouldered jacket and peg-top trousers cut close about the ankles335.  

Seven Jamaican men and one Trinidadian man settled in Leeds after arriving in England on-board the 
HMT Windrush on 22 June 1948. We know some details about them thanks to their sea arrival 
cards336. They were: 

• Noel Edwards, a 22-year-old Jamaican Mechanic. Proposed address: 11 Springfield Place 
• Vincent Stewart, a 23-year-old Jamaican Mechanic. Proposed address: 11 Springfield Place 
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• Allen Vanzie, a 23-year-old Jamaican Mechanic. Proposed address: 7 Cliffdale Road 
• Gladstone Gardner, a 23-year-old Jamaican cabinet maker. Proposed address: Greenbanks 

Hostel 
• Alford Gardner, a 24-year-old Jamaican machinist. Proposed address: Greenbanks Hostel 
• William Peru, a 25-year-old Trinidadian welder. Proposed address: Greenbanks Hostel 
• Leonard Jackson, a 25-year-old Jamaican mechanic. Proposed address: 21 Grove Terrace 
• Steadford McGalla, a 30-year-old Jamaican turner. Proposed address: 66 Tempest Road 

 

Other Black men, such as Primrose Ezekiel Blackwood, arrived in Leeds later in the year. Primrose 
Ezekiel Blackwood, a 23-year-old Jamaican electrician, arrived in Liverpool on the SS Orbita in 
October 1948. He gave his proposed address as Woodsley Road337 - a street where other Jamaican 
men were living338.  

 

Woodsley Road in 1959. A number of Jamaican men lived on Woodsley Road in 1948.  
© West Yorkshire Archive Service, www.leodis.net 

 

A number of first-hand accounts provide us with insight into the lives of Black men in Leeds in the 
late-1940s. As well as the Mecca, Black men danced at the Armley Baths339. At the Greenbank Hostel 
in Horsforth men enjoyed games of cricket and when a group of Black men moved into 20 Clarendon 
Place around 1948 they could socialise together with games of dominoes and cricket on Woodhouse 
Lane340. African and Caribbean food were not available in Leeds but the meat for traditional meals 
could be purchased from the public abattoir and wholesale market on New York Street341. Some 
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men attended local churches. Dan Brown and Quafo Manti were members of the Roscoe Methodist 
Church in Chapeltown342.  

In his autobiography Herbert Glendore English recalls the difficulties he faced living in Leeds during 
the late 1940s.343Finding accommodation proved difficult for Black men in Leeds during this period. 
Roy Mitchell would later recall how he struggled to find a place to live due to racist attitudes344. 
Gabriel Adams and Johnny ‘Slim’ Otse stayed at the filthy Salvation Army Hostel where Gabriel 
Adams caught lice345.  An Irish woman named Helen McCrum bought houses and let rooms to Black 
men. She advertised these properties as ‘Private Hotels’. One was located at 12 Grove Terrace in 
Little London and was home to a number of West African men346. Roy Mitchell also managed to find 
lodgings at one of Helen McCrum’s ‘Private Hotels’347. Some homes had no bath so Black men often 
used public baths to wash348. Racism caused problems here too. Public baths, like the one on 
Cookridge Street, would refuse Black men the use of towels over concerns about their colour 
staining them349.  

 

Grove Terrace in 1952.  A number a men from West Africa lived at 12 Grove Terrace in 1948.  
©Leeds Libraries, www.leodis.net 

 

Racism was experienced across the city. Some men had difficulties finding work due to racist 
attitudes350 or experienced racism in their workplace351.  White people avoided sitting next to Black 
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men on public transport and Black people were often asked if they had tails352. There are also 
accounts of racism in shops and other public places and even accounts of police harassment353.  

A number of Jamaican men were living in Leeds in 1948 prior to the arrival of the HMT Windrush. An 
article printed in the Yorkshire Evening Post on 21 June 1948, one day before the HMT Windrush 
arrived in England, provides us with some insight into whom they were. Five men’s names are given; 
Herbert Alexander Johnson, Clovis Alexander Lewis, Hugh Percival Young, Frederick Ezekiel Williams, 
and Thomas Eccleston. All five of the Jamaican men were living in Headingly and were employed in 
skilled jobs. Herbert Alexander Johnson was a welder, Clovis Alexander Lewis and Thomas Eccleston 
were turners, Hugh Percival Young was a mechanic, and Frederick Ezekiel Williams was a fitter.354   

The newspaper reported how a fight had broken out between the Jamaican men and a group of 
White men after the Jamaican men and some girls they were talking to were insulted by the White 
men355. Although there is some evidence of police brutality and racial discrimination in the police 
station356, during the court case it was made clear that the Jamaican men were to be treated fairly. 
Mr J. Stanley Snowden, the assistant recorder, told the court “In our courts testimony of a witness is 
not judged according to colour of skin but according to his general reputation as a man”.357 

Another fight involving Jamaicans was reported the following month. Two Jamaican men, Herbert 
Emmanuel Smith and Ferdinand George Henriques, were fined for fighting at the Greenbank Hostel 
in Horsforth358. Reports such as these no doubt fuelled the racist attitudes held by some people in 
Leeds. A series of letters printed in the Yorkshire Evening Post in June and July 1948 show that 
residents of Leeds had mixed opinions on the increasing number of Caribbean migrants in the city.  

A letter printed on 25 June read: 

We hear much about the shortage of labour, and we read that 500 Jamaicans have been sent here to 
fill up gaps. It seems marvellous how all these foreigners get accommodation so easily; and our own 
ex-Servicemen and their families are sick and tired of waiting for decent homes. – Disgusted (Leeds 
4).359  

A reply was printed on 29 June:  

“Disgusted” should remember that Jamaicans are British subjects and gave ample proof of their 
loyalty during the war. There is grave unemployment just now in Jamaica and a shortage of their kind 
of labour over here. What more natural than for British subjects to transfer their services to any part 
of the Empire where most needed? They have behaved themselves and incidentally they know how to 
play cricket. Good luck to them! – Fair Play (Leeds 6).360  

The debate continued on 6 July:  
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In reply to “Fair Play Leeds 6” I agree Jamaicans are British subjects but still say we could have done 
quite well without them. If all the Labour Exchanges were combed out (back of markets, too) I am 
quite sure we could solve much of our labour problem – Still Disgusted.361 

A final reply was printed on 15 July:  

I would like to remind “Still Disgusted” that many of the Jamaicans about whom he complains are ex-
Servicemen and fought for the Empire during the war. They were welcome then when every hand 
was needed to turn the tide of victory. The need for man-power is still great and the courage and 
initiative of these boys in leaving their own lovely island again is to be applauded. – Live and Let Live 
(Leeds 4).362   

As is hinted at in the final letter, attitudes towards Black men shifted after the Second World War. 
This shift in attitude was experienced first-hand by Alford Gardner when he returned to Leeds in 
June 1948. In 1947 he had lived at the Greenbanks Hostel for several months but was turned away 
on his return in 1948.He eventually found lodgings at Coventry Place before moving into 20 
Clarendon Place363.   

 

Clarendon Place in 1963. A number of Jamaican men lived on Clarendon Place in 1948.  
© West Yorkshire Archive Service, www.leodis.net 

 

Nurses from overseas were also needed to support the newly-founded NHS. In October 1948 Mrs 
M.J. Clough of Keighley wrote to the Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer to express her support 
for Black nurses:  

Having been a nurse myself, I should like to say that I would have had no objection either to working 
or to sharing a room with a Negress, if she was a nice type of girl. The very fact that she was a nurse 
would give her the same social standing as myself, and I would have had no hesitation in introducing 
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her to my friends. I hope there are many others in the nursing profession who will hold similar 
views.364  

Unfortunately, not everybody held the same views as Mrs. Clough and Black nurses faced prejudges 
and discrimination across England.  

Despite the discrimination Black men faced in Leeds they still managed to settle in the city, find 
work, buy homes and raise families.  Hubert Glendore English married his White girlfriend Rita Wicks 
in 1947365. Other interracial marriages followed; Jamaican man Cliff Hall married his White girlfriend 
Janet in 1947366 and Herbert Alexander Johnson married his White girlfriend Barbara in 1949367. 
Gabriel Adams eventually left the Salvation Army Hostel, found work at the copper works Yorkshire 
Imperial Metals and moved into a house on Grove Terrace. In 1951 he married a White woman 
named Joyce Winter368.Charlie Dawkins was one of the men who lived at 20 Clarendon Place. In 
1951 he married his White girlfriend Joyce Gledhill and they bought their own house369. Alford 
Gardner married his White girlfriend Norma McKenna in 1953, bought a house and raised eight 
children370.  

These relationships were often met with racism from the women’s families371 as well as the general 
public. In 1955 the Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer published a series of articles on the Black 
community in Leeds. Part three of the series focused on marriage. One White woman married to a 
Black man told journalist Derrick Boothroyd:  

Oh it was shocking after the war. People used to call me all sorts of names. One man in Leeds came 
up to me and spat in my face. He said it was shameful for English girls to go about with niggers. I 
shall never forget that372.  

These men, and those who came later, were the beginning of an Afro-Caribbean community in Leeds 
that continues to have a positive impact on the city.   

After his Navy service, Theodore Cecil Thompson returned to Leeds in 1947 and began playing rugby 
in 1948 while working at the Yorkshire Copper Works. Before the end of the year he was signed to 
the Hunslet Rugby League team373. He married a local White woman named Barbara Shepherd at the 
Hunslet Parish Church in 1952374. He played rugby for Great Britain in 1951 and was one of the 
founders of the Student Rugby League in 1967375.  He published his autobiography ‘Born On The 
Wrong Side’ in 1995.  
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Two of the Black men who settled in Leeds during this period would go on to have successful careers 
as musicians. Cliff Hall was born in Cuba to Jamaican parents in 1925. He was raised in Cuba before 
his family returned to Jamaica in 1939. He joined the RAF in 1942 and during his services he 
attended an electrical course in Leeds. It was in Leeds that Cliff met his future wife Janet, who he 
married in 1947376. Cliff Hall was a singer and musician who entertained his friends in Leeds by 
performing for them377.While working on a building site in Cheshire in 1953 he met Tony Davis and 
later joined the Liverpool folk group The Spinners378. 

The Ghanaian Neemoi ‘Speedy’ Acquaye, who had lived in Leeds since 1947, moved to London in 
1953 to begin a career as a musician, playing in various Jazz bands. He later joined Georgie Fame and 
The Blue Flames in 1962379. While both Cliff Hall and Neemoi ‘Speedy’ Acquaye made their biggest 
impact outside of Leeds, other Black men such as Errol James, who settled in Leeds after the war, 
remained in Leeds the rest of their lives and built a lasting legacy in the city.  

Born in Costa Rica in 1926, Errol James was raised in Jamaica and came to Britain in 1944 where he 
served with the RAF. He was amongst the group of Caribbean men who founded the Leeds 
Caribbean Cricket Club in 1948 – the first Black organisation in the city. Errol James continued to 
have a positive impact on the city. He was a founding member of the United Caribbean Association 
in 1964 and the Jamaica Society, Leeds in 1977. In 1972 he was appointed the chair of the Leeds 
branch of the Community Relations Council.  Errol James was also a founding member of the Leeds 
West Indian Centre, Harambee House, and Technorth in the 1980s. He received the Queen’s Jubilee 
Medal in 1977 and the MBE in 1982380.  

Hubert Glendore English is another important figure. He was a founding member of the Leeds 
Caribbean Cricket Club in 1948 and the Aggrey Society in 1954. He started or participated in The 
International Council (1955), The Coloured Commonwealth Citizen Committee (1956), the Leeds 
Committee of Commonwealth Immigrants (1965), the Leeds Community Relations Council (1969) 
and the Jamaica Society, Leeds (1977). He was awarded the MBE in 1978381 and published his 
autobiography ‘Why Am I Here? A Life Story’ in 2005.  
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Appendix: List of names 
 

18th Century  

1. Kirshaw’s Black, Leeds, 1708 
2. Thomas Mawson, Leeds 1749 
3. Toby Gill, Leeds 1749 
4. Thomas Grenada, Birstall, West Yorkshire, 1769 
5. Sophia Pierce, Burley in Wharfedale, West Yorkshire, 1797 – 1798 

19th Century 

1. An unidentified Black Man, Bradford, 1820 
2. Betsy Sawyer, Yeadon, West Yorkshire, 1823 – 1839 
3. Elizabeth Magnas (or Magness), Leeds 1834 – 1840 
4. The Three children of Elizabeth Magnas, Leeds 1840 
5. Said Enovy, Acomb Hall, York, North Yorkshire, 1836 – 1851 
6. George Yorke, Bradford, 1836 - 1910 
7. Louisa Wild, Bradford, 1837 – 1838 
8. An unidentified Black homeless man, Leeds, 1839 
9. John Williams, Leeds, 1840  
10. William James, Bradford, 1843 
11. John Charles¸ Leeds, 1843  
12. Richard Umhala, Bradford, 1848  
13. John Williams, Bradford, 1849 
14. William Craft, Leeds, 1851 
15. Ellen Craft, Leeds, 1851 
16. James Leng, Leeds, 1853 
17. An unidentified Black man, Leeds, 1854 
18. An unidentified Black  man, Bradford, 1856 
19. John William, Leeds, 1858 
20. William Leng, Leeds, 1858 – 1869  
21. James Ferguson, Leeds, 1859 
22. Mr. J. Hughes, Leeds, 1859  
23. William Darby (Pablo Fanque), Bradford, 1861  
24. Eliza Darby, Bradford, 1861 
25. Abraham Johnson, Leeds, 1864 – 1868, Bradford, 1881 – 1888 
26. The children of Abraham Johnson, Bradford 
27. Charles H.W. Francis, Leeds, 1865 
28. An unidentified Black boy, Leeds, 1870s 
29. An unidentified Black girl, Bradford, 19th Century  
30. Clarissa ‘Clara’ Brown, Leeds, 1874  
31. An unidentified Black labourer, Leeds, 1876 
32. William Johnson, Bradford, 1877 
33. Alfred Harris, Queensbury, West Yorkshire, 1878 



34. William King, Bradford, 1879 
35. The Child of William King, Bradford, 1879 
36. Prince Alemauehu, Leeds, 1879 
37. John McWilliams, Leeds, 1880 
38. Albert Ellis, Leeds, 1882 
39. James Melvern, Bradford, 1884 
40. Alexander Harris, Bramley, Leeds, 1884 
41. William Brown, Bradford, 1885 
42. An unidentified Black man, Bradford, 1887 
43. Charles Alexander Edwards, Leeds, 1888 – 1889 
44. Joseph Simmonete, Leeds, 1888 
45. Thomas Jackson, Bradford, 1888 
46. Edward Walton, Leeds, 1888 - 1898 
47. Joseph Downie, Hunslet, Leeds, 1880s – 1897 
48. The children of Jospeh Downie, Leeds, 1890 - 1897 
49. An unidentified Black man, Bradford, 1890s 
50. Two unidentified Black entertainers, Bradford and Leeds, 1891 
51. Gustavus Adolphus Nero Rodman Fraser, Leeds, 1891 
52. An unidentified Black man, Leeds, 1893 
53. George ‘Bertie’ Robinson, Harewood House, West Yorkshire, 1893 – 1922 
54. Eliza Gray, Leeds, 1895  
55. Thomas Rutling, Leeds, 1895 
56. Sam Wilson, Bradford, 1896 
57. An unidentified Black builder, Leeds 1896 

20th Century  

1. John Stewart, Leeds, 1900 
2. William Steward, Leeds, 1900 – 1901 
3. Benjamin Iris Mercer, Leeds, 1905 – 1906  
4. William Gibb Clarke, Bradford, 1905 – 1909 
5. William ‘Billy’ Benker Johnson, Leeds, 1905 – 1914 
6. Leonard Benker Johnson, Leeds, 1905 – 1914 
7. Albert Johnson, Leeds, 1905 – 1914 
8. Billy Johnson, Leeds, 1905 – 1914  
9. An unidentified Black man, Bradford, 1911  
10. Lucius Banks, Leeds, 1912 
11. Pastor H. Smith, Leeds, 1913 – 1923 
12. Caroline Coffee, Bradford, 1913  
13. Harry Spencer, Leeds, 1916  
14. Kwamina Annan Sey, Leeds, 1916 – 1919, 1921 – 1923 
15. Albert May, Bradford, 1918 – 1942  
16. Frances Hannah May, Bradford, 1918 – 1950s 
17. An unidentified mixed-race woman, Bradford, 1917 
18. Norman Harry, Leeds, 1917 - 1919 



19. Thomas Morris, Leeds, 1918  
20. Mr. Hill, Leeds, 1919 – 1921 
21. Irene May, Bradford, 1921  
22. Mr. G. P. Sey, Leeds, 1923  
23. George May, Bradford, 1923 – 1950s  
24. Alfred Faulkner, Bradford, 1924 
25. Joe Mitchell, Leeds, 1924 
26. Louie Walton, Leeds, 1924 – 1925 
27. Mr. Walton, Leeds, 1924 – 1925  
28. William Alfred Thompson, Leeds, 1926  
29. Clem Foster, Leeds, 1927  
30. James Johnstone, Bradford, 1928  
31. Eddie Parris, Bradford, 1928 – 1934  
32. Norman Doushong, Leeds, 1933 
33. Theodore Cecil Thompson, Leeds, 1938 – 1953  
34. Robert Thompson, Leeds 1938  
35. Aubrey Thompson, Leeds, 1938 
36. Frederick Harold, Leeds, 1939 – 1950 
37. Victor Garrick, Leeds, 1942 
38. R.H. Gordon, Leeds, 1946 
39. Charlie Dawkins, Leeds, 1947 
40. Dan Brown, Leeds, 1947 
41. Quafo Manti, Leeds, 1947 
42. Laurent Lloyd Phillpotts, Leeds, 1947 
43. Luther Martin Henderson, Leeds, 1947  
44. Neemoi ‘Speedy’ Acquaye, Leeds, 1947 – 1953 
45. Hubert Glendore English, Leeds 1947  
46. Cliff Hall, Leeds, 1947  
47. Errol James, Leeds, 1947 
48. Alford Gardner, Leeds, 1947  
49. Marcus ‘Roy’ Mitchell, Leeds, 1947 
50. Herbert Alexader ‘Johnny’ Johnson, Leeds, 1948 
51. Clovis Alexander Lewis, Leeds, 1948 
52. Hugh Percival Young, Leeds, 1948  
53. Frederick Ezekiel Williams, Leeds, 1948  
54. Thomas ‘James’ Eccleston, Leeds, 1948  
55. Noel Edwards, Leeds, 1948  
56. Allen Vanzie, Leeds, 1948 
57. Vincent Stewart, Leeds, 1948 
58. Gladstone Gardner, Leeds, 1948 
59. Leonard Jackson, Leeds, 1948  
60. William Peru, Leeds, 1948  
61. Steadford McGalla, Leeds, 1948  
62. Herbert Emmanuel Smith, Horsforth, 1948 
63. Ferdinand George Henriques, Horsforth, 1948 



64. Primrose Ezekiel ‘Basil’ Blackwood, Leeds, 1948  
65. Bababunmi Oluwole Hanidu AKA Gabriel Adams, Leeds, 1948  
66. Johnny ‘Slim’ Otse, Leeds, 1948  

 

Appendix 2: Black Abolitionists in Leeds and Bradford 
The information used in this appendix comes from Dr Hannah-Rose Murray’s website 
frederickdouglassinbritain.com  

Allerton  
James Watkins, between 1852 – 1862 

 
Armley  
James Watkins, between 1852 – 1862 

 
Bradford  
Moses Roper, Temperance Hall, 3.3.1840 
Moses Roper, Baptist Chapel, 4.3.1840  
Moses Roper, Temperance Hall, 5.3.1840 
Frederick Douglass, 1847  
William and Ellen Craft, Temperance Hall, 28.3.1851  
William Wells Brown, Temperance Hall, 28.3.1851  
Henry ‘Box’ Brown, May 1851  
James Watkins, between 1852 – 1862 
Sarah Parker Remond, January 1860  
Frederick Douglass, Mechanics’ Institute, 6.1.1860 
Frederick Douglass, Mechanics’ Institute, 13.3.1860  
John Sella Martin, George’s Hall, 29.11.1866  
R.M. Johnson, School Room of the United Presbyterian Church, 24.11.1869  
Rev. Peter Stanford, Temperance Hall, April 1884  
Rev. Peter Stanford, Primitive Methodist Chapel, February 1887  

 
Bradford West  
James Watkins, between 1852 – 1862 
 
Dudley Hill  
James Watkins, between 1852 – 1862 

 
Horsforth  
James Watkins, between 1852 – 1862  

 
Idle  
James Watkins, between 1852 – 1862  
Moses Roper, Baptist Church, between 1836 – 1848 

 



Kirkstall 
Frederick Douglass, 13.1.1847  

 
Leeds  
Moses Roper, Independent Church, between 1836 – 1848  
Moses Roper, March 1838 
Moses Roper, Baptist Chapel, East Street, 10.7.1839  
Moses Roper, Music Hall, 10.2.1840  
Moses Roper, Albion Street Chapel, 18.2.1840  
Moses Roper, Harrison Road Chapel, 24.2.1840  
James W.C. Pennington, Queen Street Chapel, 31.7.1842 
James W.C. Pennington, August 1843 
Frederick Douglass, 23.12.1846 
Frederick Douglass, Music Hall, Albion Street, 14.1.1847    
William Wells Brown, January 1850  
William and Ellen Craft, Woodhouse Mechanics Institute, April 1851  
Henry ‘Box’ Brown, Music Hall, May 1851  
Henry ‘Box’ Brown, Odd Fellow’s Hall, August 1851  
Alexander Crummell, 9.5.1853  
William Allen, 5. 12. 1853 
Samuel Ringgold Ward, 1853  
William Craft, Independent Chapel, 24.10.1856  
William Craft, Philosophical Hall, 3.11.1856  
William Powell, Lecture Hall of the YMCA Institute, December 1858  
Sarah Parker Remond, Music Hall, 22.12.1859 
Frederick Douglass, Music Hall, 22.12.1859  
Sarah Parker Remond, 23.12.1859  
Sarah Parker Remond, Victoria Hall, 26.12.1859  
Sarah Parker Remond, Lecture Hall, Methodist New Connexion Chapel, Hunslet, 4.1.1860  
Sarah Parker Remond, Methodist New Connexion Chapel, Woodhouse Lane, 10.1.1860 
Frederick Douglass, Stock Exchange Hall, March 1860 
James Watkins, Lecture Hall, July 1860  
Martin Delany, 1861  
William Henry Jackson, Princess Theatre, 24.12.1863  
Jacob Green, Independent School Room, George Street, March 1864  
John Sella Martin, Social Science Congress, 10.10.1865  
John Sella Martin, Victoria Hotel, 22.11.1866  
Lewis Smith, Belgrave Chapel, 13.4.1870 
Amanda Smith, Friend’s Meeting House, November 1878  
Rev. Peter Stanford, May 1884  
Bishop Walter Hawkins, Brunswick Chapel, June 1891  
Bishop Walter Hawkins, Wesleyan Chapel, 10.6.1891 
Ida B. Wells, Belgrave Lecture Hall, 5.7.1894  
G.F. Ritchings, Belgrave Schoolroom, January 1895  

 



Morley 
William Wells Brown, Stock Exchange Hall, Albion Street, 15.1.1850  

 
Pudsey  
James Watkins, between 1852 – 1862 

 
Rawdon 
James Watkins, between 1852 – 1862 

 
Shipley 
James Watkins, between 1852 – 1862 
William Henry Jackson, Dining Hall, 23.3.1863  

 
Stanningley  
James Watkins, between 1852 – 1862 

 
Undercliff  
James Watkins, between 1852 – 1862 

 
Wibsey  
James Watkins, between 1852 – 1862 
Moses Roper, Independent Church, between 1836 – 1848 

 
Wilsden  
Moses Roper, Independent Church, between 1836 – 1848  

 
Yeadon  
James Watkins, between 1852 – 1862 
Rev. Peter Stanford, Town Hall, March 1884382  
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