
 Online Talks 

CORPSE AND EFFECT: THE 
BODYSNATCHERS OF LEEDS 
Friday 9 April, 1-2pm, Online 
Join Local Historian Paul Bavill as he 
talks about the grisly trade in human 
cadavers and why it was so lucrative. 
How it came to be going on in Leeds, 
who was carrying it out, and the 
loved ones they stole. 
FREE, BUT BOOKING REQUIRED: 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/leedslibrary
events or 0113 378 6982  
(please leave a voicemail) 
 
WINDOW ON THE PAST: THE LEODIS 
PHOTO ARCHIVE 
Thursday 22 April, 1-2pm, Online 
Join our team of Librarians as they 
introduce you to the relaunched 
Leodis website, the digital archive of 
Leeds’ historical photographs. 
Explore the background to the 
creation of Leodis 20-years ago and 
discover exciting new features – 
before our Librarian team take you 
through their favourite images from 
the site.  
FREE, BUT BOOKING REQUIRED: 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/leedslibrary
events or 0113 378 6982  
(please leave a voicemail) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
19TH-CENTURY POLITICAL 
CARTOONS IN THE CENTRAL 
LIBRARY COLLECTIONS 
Friday 7 May, 1-2pm, Online 
Join Librarian Antony Ramm as he 
introduces and explores the Central 
Library’s collection of over 200 
political cartoons from 
parliamentary elections in 19th-
century Leeds. Meet the major 
personalities and discover who made 
the cartoons in this illustrated talk. 
FREE, BUT BOOKING REQUIRED: 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/leedslibrary
events or 0113 378 6982  
(please leave a voicemail) 
 
MAPPING THE PAST: LOCAL 
HISTORY MAPS AT THE CENTRAL 
LIBRARY 
Friday May 21, 1-2pm, Online 
Our team of Librarians will introduce 
our fantastic Central Library map 
collection, before taking you through 
some of their personal highlights, 
from the 16th to the 20th-centuries. 
For confirmed and curious 
cartophiles alike!  
FREE, BUT BOOKING REQUIRED: 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/leedslibrary
events or 0113 378 6982  
(please leave a voicemail) 
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LOCAL & FAMILY HISTORY 
Leeds Central Library,  
Calverley Street, Leeds, LS1 3AB 

CURRENTLY CLOSED (subject to 

change – contact us to find out more) 
OPEN 7 DAYS  
Monday, 9.00am – 7.00pm 
Tuesday, 9.00am – 7.00pm 
Wednesday, 9.00am – 7.00pm 
Thursday, 9.00am – 6.00pm 
Friday, 9.00am – 5.00pm 
Saturday, 10.00am – 5.00pm 
Sunday, 11.00am – 3.00pm 

RESEARCH & ADVICE  
Free access to Ancestry.co.uk  
Regular talks and events 
Sessions for schools 

COLLECTIONS  
Local newspaper archive  
Historical and modern maps 
Photos (www.leodis.net)  
Leeds and Yorkshire books  

CONTACT  
0113 378 6982 (leave a voicemail)  
localandfamilyhistory@leeds.gov.uk 

CONNECT  
twitter.com/leedslibraries  
facebook.com/leedslibraries  
www.leeds.gov.uk/libraries 

COLLECTIONS BLOG  
secretlibraryleeds.net 

Contact us by phone or email to 
receive future event programmes 
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LEEDS MODERNIST IN THE 
ARCHIVES  
Friday 4 June, 1-2pm, Online 
Join Leeds Modernist as they explore 
the city’s architectural history 
through our archives and discuss its 
continuing impact. Leeds Modernist 
is a body which celebrates local 
Twentieth-century architecture 
through research, public 
engagement and collaboration and is 
led by Kate Holt and Flo Armitage-
Hookes. 
FREE, BUT BOOKING REQUIRED: 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/leedslibrary
events or 0113 378 6982  
(please leave a voicemail) 

 
A BRIEF HISTORY OF LEEDS 
CEMETERIES  
Friday 18 June, 1-2pm, Online 
Explore the rich history of 
cemeteries in Leeds, from their 
origins in the 18th-century 
‘Improvement Acts,’ through 
explosive disputes between Vicars 
and burial boards, to the emergence 
of cemeteries as sites of significant 
community memory in the 20th-
century.  
FREE, BUT BOOKING REQUIRED: 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/leedslibrary
events or 0113 378 6982  
(please leave a voicemail) 
 
 

 

Family History 

Thinking about tracing your family 
tree but aren’t sure how to start? 
Book onto one of our free beginner’s 
workshops for advice. Then, once 
you’re underway, use our telephone 
consultation sessions for assistance 
with those trickier questions! 

FAMILY HISTORY FOR  
BEGINNERS WORKSHOP  
An introduction to key concepts and 
resources for complete beginners. 
Please note this is a one off session, 
repeated monthly.  
All sessions take place online. 
Please leave an email address when 
booking and login details will be 
emailed to you before the session.  
FREE, BUT BOOKING REQUIRED 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/leedslibrary
events or 0113 378 6982  
(please leave a voicemail) 
 
Wednesday 7 April, 2-3.30pm 
Wednesday 5 May, 2-3.30pm 
Wednesday 9 June, 2-3.30pm 
 
FAMILY HISTORY TELEPHONE 
CONSULTATIONS  
Book a free telephone consultation 
with one of our family history 
librarians for an informal advice 
session. From first steps with 
Ancestry.co.uk to more involved 
enquiries, we’re on hand to help.  
 
 

 
All sessions take place via 
telephone. Please leave a telephone 
number when booking and a 
librarian will phone you at the 
allocated time. 
 
FREE, BUT BOOKING REQUIRED: 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/leedslibrary
events or 0113 378 6982  
(please leave a voicemail)  
 
Wednesday 21 April, 10-12noon 
Wednesday 19 May, 10-12noon 
Wednesday 23 June, 10-12noon 
 
TRACING YOUR CARIBBEAN 
ANCESTRY 
Wednesday 30 June, 2-3.30pm, 
Online 
Join our Librarian team to learn the 
basics of African-Caribbean family 
history research. This is an 
introductory session for complete 
beginners and will primarily cover 
online resources, such as 
Ancestry.co.uk, and how you can get 
the most from them. We will explore 
both English and Caribbean 
databases - such as Census returns, 
the Birth, Marriage and Death index, 
parish records and slave registers. 
FREE, BUT BOOKING REQUIRED: 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/leedslibrary
events or 0113 378 6982  
(please leave a voicemail) 
 

 

Other events 
 
Games Jam: Behind the Books 
Wednesday 21 April, 1-2pm, Online 
As part of our BBC Novels 
programme join Rhian Isaac and Josh 
Flint for a discussion about the real 
life history behind some of the well-
known books from the BBC Novels 
That Shaped Our World list. From 
the arctic adventurer that 
inspired His Dark Material's Lee 
Scoresby to the epic battles re-
enacted in A Game of Thrones, we 
will explore some of these stranger 
than fiction stories. 
FREE, BUT BOOKING REQUIRED: 
www.eventbrite.com/e/games-jam-
behind-the-books-tickets-
146570764101 or 0113 378 5005 

 
Online Resources 
Free access to Ancestry.co.uk for 
library members will now continue 
until the end of June 2021. Further 
details can be found on our 
catalogue webpage:  
https://leeds.ent.sirsidynix.net.uk/cli
ent/en_GB/ancestry  
 
You can still read hints and tips for 
family-tree research on our Secret 
Library blog: 
secretlibraryleeds.net/family-history 
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